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INFORMATION SOURCE: I received from Mrs. Karen PETERS a compact disk that contained a 

photographed collection of "RUPERT" newspaper columns that are in the possession of Mrs. 

GOWAN, Wilmington, NY.  The Rupert articles had appeared during the late 1870ôs through the early 

1880ôs in the Essex County Republican Newspaper, published in Keeseville, Essex County, New 

York, by W. LANGSING and Son.   

 

The transcription is from photographs taken of the RUPERT articles that were "clipped" from the 

newspaper and affixed on separate pages (sixteen (16) pages in total.) There are eighty-five (85) 

separate photographs from these sixteen pages shown in the transcribed text that follows. In addition, 

there are one hundred eighty-three (183) individual articles on these pages.  One hundred twenty-five 

(125) authored by RUPERT, one (1) by Mary OôNEILL, twenty-seven (27) Births, fourteen (14) 

Marriages, and sixteen (16) Obituaries that were also clipped from the newspaper and saved in this 

collection.  An index, with the newspaper title as they appeared in the Republican, is cross-referenced 

to the photographed original page number, and where the article appears in the transcription.  This 

cross-reference is located at the end of the transcript.  

 

RUPERT THE AUTHOR:  The author of these newspaper articles signed them as "RUPERT," and over a 

span of ten years of this collection, provided a glimpse of history, and events in the daily lives of 

Wilmington (and surrounding areas e.g. North Elba, Clintonville, Upper Jay, etc.) Rupert provides the 

reader with an historical perspective on earthquakes, church and school activities, local weather, iron 

ore mining, bloomers, bridge repair, as well as births, marriages and deaths of its residents.   

Additional NOTE (added December 2021 with permission of K.R. Marshall):  Harold Hinds, Jr., 

author of the Wilmington Transcribed Records Series including the Emma Hindsô Scrapbook 1877-

1881, volume 7 of the series, states that based on extensive research on the Hinds family, and 

especially Emma Hinds, he has concluded that Rupert must be Emma.  

 

TRANSCRIPTION NOTES: Every effort to maintain the original grammar and spelling was taken to 

transcribe these articles as written, with the exception that each surname has been CAPITALIZED.  

 

In addition, a surname index and subentries for each forename is included for easy reference, located at 

the end of the transcribed articles.  In the surname index, where applicable, Iôve also added any family 

connection as recorded by "Rupert," as well as noting locality information (Of Ausable Forks, for 

example.)    

 

TRANSCRIPTION CONVENTION: The original page location of each photograph is labeled the transcribed 

text in [red] font inside brackets. For example, [Pg01, Top, Column 1] showing its page number, 

location - top or bottom of the page, and if the text appeared in column one or two.  Any title that 

appeared with the article was labeled in small caps, bold black font.  Example; WILMINGTON OCT. 

22, 1877. 

 

Any comments in the text that I have added appear in [green] font inside brackets (as an example - 

Well, Laura [MARSHALL] .) 

 

K.R. MARSHALL, December 2003 
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[Pg 00 Column 1] ESSEX COUNTY REPUBLICAN 

PUBLISHED EVERY THURSDAY MORNING AT 

KEESEVILLE , ESSEX COUNTY , N.Y. BY W. 

LANSING  &  SON: Obituary, Linus LEAVENS.  The 

worthy and estimable citizen, Linus LEAVENS, died 

at his residence at Berkshire Center, Wednesday 

evening, AUG. 20, aged 78 years, 10 months and 8 

days.  Mr. LEAVENS had been suffering under 

mental prostration for several years, caused by slight 

or partial shocks, which came seemed to come at 

stated intervals, or about the middle of the month; his 

last shock or fit lasted about 35 hours, from which he 

never recovered, yet towards the last he appeared 

quiet and passed easily away. 

Mr. LEAVENS was born at Windsor, VT., 

Oct 12,1800, and was the son of Penuel [LEAVENS] 

and Sally (CROSS) LEAVENS.  He moved with his 

parents to Berkshire when he was nine years of age, 

and has lived in the town ever since, or about 70 

years.  While a young man he helped his parents to 

bear the burdens which ever attend a life in the 

woods.  In his early manhood he was respected and 

trusted, and served the town as selectmen, juror, town 

treasurer, trustee of public money and for 40 years 

was justice of the peace.  In 1842 he was elected town 

clerk, which office he held until 1876, when, on 

account of his mental disqualification, his daughter, 

Miss Marietta LEAVENS, a very amiable and 

capable lady, was elected in his stead, who for some 

time had performed the duties of the office very 

acceptably.  The Leavens Family is an old one in the 

town of Berkshire and its members have frequently 

borne a conspicuous and honorable part in the public 

affairs of the town, country and state.  Linus 

LEAVENS was an eminently pure and simple in 

character, utterly adverse to meretricious display and 

to working merely for the sake of reputation.  He 

possessed honesty, integrity, manhood and fidelity, in 

a high degree, and the writer, in his youthful days, 

received beneficial instructions in manhood from the 

deceased.  Such men are none too common, and may 

serve as guides, if, haply, amidst the fever and strife 

for fortune, fame and political position, any are left 

who care to follow their examples. 

East Franklin, Aug.25.  

 

"RUPERT" Photograph ID;  

Page 00, Column 1 
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[Pg 00 Column 2]  L INES ON THE DEATH OF  THOMAS G. 

OôNEILL Thomas was the eldest son of E. OôNEILL, of 

Keene, N.Y., and was killed while driving logs on North 

Branch [Ausable River], May 7th, 1879, aged 21 years and two 

months.    

   
Ah! I know that you have left us, dearest brother; 

It is true 

That on earth I never more shall spend a happy hour 

With you, 

But how sweet for to remember and cast a look upon 

The past: 

There I see the fondest picture, yet I know it cannot 

Last. 

There I see my eldest brother, walking side by side 

With me, 

Through the groves and in the meadows, well I know 

That it is he; 

And again I hear him say, ñNow, Mary, when I get 

To be a man, 

Iôll do much for our dear father, and you must do 

The best you can.ò 

How I love to think I see him, tall and straight, 

Though yet a boy; 

In these thoughts I find solace, and scenes I 

Do enjoy. 

 

Soon I find that they are fading, but now I see them 

All anew; 

Twenty-one has brought my brotherôs manly features 

Back to view; 

Then how I loved to walk beside him, chide him for 

His kind, rough ways; 

Ah! That he were once more with me, and again 

Those happy days. 

But, alas! ñwe must be parting, together we canôt 

Always be, 

And is the month of June, dear sister, you may look 

Again for me.ò 

When his warm lips pressed a sisterôs and my hand 

In his clasped, 

Little thought we God had willed it that farewell 

Should be our last! 

But with courage he departed, fearing for to give me 

Pain, 

Saying, ñyou may look for letters often, and I am 

Coming back again.ò 

 

 

"RUPERT" Photograph ID;  

Page 00, Column 2 
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Away from father, brother and sister, he was led 

Away by fate, 

To a scene I can imagine, but never can relate; 

ñOnly sick,ò said the dispatches-cruel words 

they chill my breath, 

They let me hope that I could help him when the 

Woeful truth was death. 

But slumber in my heart that meeting when I thought 

His cold hand clasped my own, 

You are cherished there by fond affections that will 

Never be outgrown. 

Just five years since mother left us, many years since 

Sister died 

For you they made a grave near motherôs side, and you 

Are sleeping by her side; 

Though the hours are sad and lonely and short would 

Be my request, 

Yet in these thoughts I find comfort, that your 

Body is at rest. 

But floating down with waves of memory on that 

Ever changing stream, 

Iôll ever see you, dearest brother, though it always 

May be a dream, 

And when the shades of evening deepen and all 

Around is calm and still, 

Fond memory oft will travel backward and can call 

Those up at will. 

Through these woods I love to wander, here you 

Made a second home, 

Sands of time may wear upon it but never, never 

Can efface, 

From my heart, my dear, dear brotherôs pleasant, 

Kind and loving face; 

In that sunny month, dear Tommy, when the flowers 

Are all in bloom, 

Iôll remember when you told me you were ñcoming 

Back in June.ò 
 

Mary OôNEILL 

Indian Carry, Upper Saranac Lake, June 4th 
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[Pg 01 Top Column 1] WILMINGTON OCT. 22, 

1877 ï We are glad to see the clouds disappearing 

and the sun shining once more, although Jack Frost 

has paid a sharp visit, and it remains cool. 

Mrs. W.F. WESTON has gone to 

Burlington to hear Sankey and Moody. 

The Sabbath School at the M.E. church 

adjourned yesterday until another spring.  After the 

usual school exercises, two hours were occupied in 

singing by the school, speaking by the scholars, and 

essays being read by Mrs. Amos HARDY, Mrs. 

Charles THAYER, Effie M. BLISS and EMMA 

HINDS.  Appropriate and affecting remarks were 

made by Elijah WESTON, Warren WESTON, 

Amos HARDY, L. BLISS, J. BLISS, John NYE 

and others, after which the pastor, Mr. DAVIES, 

addressed the school in straightforward Christian 

like manner.  He is a well loved by his flock.  Mr. 

R. HICKOK, the superintendent, then distributed 

his gifts, and which the little ones enjoyed with a 

relish.  A vote of thanks was then tendered Mr. 

HICKOK for his valuable services and able manner 

in which he has conducted the school, which was 

responded to heartily by all.  Mr. HICKOK has 

been successful in all he has undertaken, and has 

the good will and wishes of all his co-workers. 

Lyceums are in progress in the school 

house.  Questions are being debated and decided in 

a brisk manner, and with very good sense.  A very 

interesting paper was read last Saturday evening by 

Miss Ida OWEN and S. SLATER. 

Select school closes next Friday.  Mr. 

GORMAN cordially invites all patrons to be 

present. 

We think Charley will not visit Pebble St. 

again soon.  óTis dangerous.ò 

Those persons operating on hen roosts and 

turkey pens look sharp; we have known skunks to 

be caught in traps; they may be again. 

Mrs. Wm. MIHILL is very ill with typhoid 

fever. 

Horace MERRILL was today taken by the 

sheriff to Malone jail for selling apple trees under 

false pretences, and other misdemeanors. 

   RUPERT    

 

"RUPERT" Photograph ID;  

Page 01, Top, Column 1 
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[Pg 01Top Column 1] WILMINGTON . NOV. 1- 

The Mountains are covered with snow. 

Mrs. Jasper BLISS, who has long been 

afflicted with sore eyes, and had become quite 

blind, has been to Plattsburg to consult Dr. 

LISTON.  She has returned and appears much 

better.  There is great hope of her ultimate 

recovery. 

Mr. Clarke MARKHAM, of Wisconsin, 

and  

 

[Pg 01 Bottom Column 1] his sister, Mrs. 

TUTTLE, of St. Lawrence, are in town.  Mr. 

MARKHAMôs health is poor.  It is not expected 

that he will live to return home. 

Mr. S.G. WILLIAMSô barn was entered 

by prowlers the other night and a barrel of 

Indian meal, two hens and a rooster were taken.  

Where are our authorities? 

We were yesterday informed of the death 

of Mrs. Fletcher AVERY, of Whallonsberg.  

This is sad news, for Mrs. AVERY was 

universally loved and respected.  The bereaved 

ones have our heartfelt sympathies. 

Mrs. John LEWIS has been dangerously 

ill.  At present hopes are entertained of her 

recovery. 

   RUPERT 

 

[Pg 01 Bottom Column1] WILMINGTON . NOV. 

6, 1877. - Election day.  Thank heaven tis over.  

The very elements have combined to agree with 

the stormy passions of man.  It has been trying 

all day to freeze hard enough to kill weeds, but 

has only nipped the buds.  The root runs deep 

and will revive again.  The Cabbage Heads are 

of softer make, and had to be gathered in 

tonight.  The Democrats gained one over last 

fall's election.  Better than nothing in a good 

cause. 

Mr. Aaron HAYS has been moving his 

barn, building additions, and otherwise 

improving his place. 

 Warren WESTON and a party of hunters 

started for Lake Placid a week ago yesterday.  

 

"RUPERT" Photograph ID;  

Page 01, Bottom, Column 1 
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During a storm on the lake the party in the boat 

came very near loosing their lives by drowning, but 

by dexterous management reached the shore in 

safety.  Mr. WESTON had the pleasure of shooting 

two noble deer.  We wish he would pass it around 

as they do in a wedding. 

 Mr. David KILBORN, who has been 

troubles for some time past with paralysis of the 

nerves of the face, has now lost the use of his right 

hand.  This is a sad blow, and he has the healthful 

sympathies of his friends. 

 Last Sunday morning at about 2 o'clock we 

were awaked by our slumber by being rocked to 

and fro in our beds, and hearing glass and earthen 

ware rattle promiscuously together, while beneath 

us such unearthly rumbling, jarring sound, seemed 

to proceed from the bowels of the earth that our 

hair stood on end, and by its strength and length it 

nearly dislocated the joints of the headboard, 

causing it to squeak dismally.  Our better half, 

whose nerves are delicate, shrieked, tramps, while I 

growled, earthquake.  No serious damage was 

done, except to nerves, which were a little unsteady 

next morning. 

     RUPERT 

 

[Pg 01 Top Column 2] WILMINGTON NOV. 12, 

1877, - Prospects look brighter.  Warren has begun 

business anew, and John is in the store every day. 

Mr. NYE and family have begun enjoying 

an extended visit in Malone. 

There was quite an excitement among the 

hunters today.  Some one got the deer, the other 

disappointment. 

Hard colds are the prevailing fashion: 

consequently barking is about the only music 

heard. 

We would suggest to those who attend our 

Lyceums that they return peaceably to their homes 

and not make night hideous with their screams.  It 

is not very agreeable to those languishing on beds 

of sickness. 

Mrs. Sarah ORMSBY, of Boston, formerly 

a resident of this place, who has for many years 

been confined in Concord insane asylum, has last 

 

"RUPERT" Photograph ID;  

Page 01, Top, Column 2 
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resigned her reason and now with her son in Boston.  Her nephew, Charles WILLIAMS, 

of this place, have been the happy recipients of letters from her. 

Bridget and Maggie GORMAN have gone to Black Brook to commence their 

schools.  We wish them success.  Mr. GORMAN has rented his hotel at Ausable Forks to 

Mr. REED, of Peru. 

 

As Mrs. WILLIAMS was returning from Keeseville across the plains her horse 

took fright at the noise of the approaching train and ran a considerable distance, nearly 

overturning the buggy.  This is the second narrow escape she has had within a few 

months from runaways. 

Mr. David KILBURN passed away to his long home this morning.  He has lain 

seemingly unconscious for a number of days.  He died at the residence of Mr. Aaron 

HAYES, and many thanks are due them for their kind attention during his illness. 

It takes the ladies to catch deer.  Mrs. Horace HINDS killed one the other day. 

    

 RUPERT 

 

[Pg 01Top Column 2] WILMINGTON NOV. 20 

ï How this weather makes us shiver.  A 

regular Wilmington wind and Oh! How the 

snow flies. 

Everyone enjoyed the sermon of Rev. 

N. WARDNER, of Chazy, last Sabbath.  A 

warm welcome awaits him whenever he visits 

this place, and he has a large and attentive 

audience. 

Quarterly meeting was held here last 

Sabbath.  Brother DAVIES delivered an 

excellent sermon from Daniel, on the power 

of prayer.  We hope he will return to us 

another conference year for he is just the man 

we need.  

 

[Pg 01 Bottom Column 2] A number of thefts 

were perpetrated last Wednesday night.  

Jasper BLISS losing about fifty pounds of 

honey.  Edwin HAYES ten hens, Aaron 

HAYES a quantity of nails and spikes.  This, 

with other vile proceedings allowed here, 

speaks well for the good name of this town. 

We trust that Oliver DITSON read the 

sermon by Rev. Wm. M. TAYLOR, in the 

column preceding his own most elaborate 

production. 

 

"RUPERT" Photograph ID;  

Page 01, Bottom, Column 2 
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Mrs. Ira WINCH is considered 

dangerously ill. 

Millard HAYSô new house is nearly 

complete.  We believe Millard is looking 

forward to something better than single 

blessedness.  We hope he will give us an 

invitation to the house warming. 

Mr. BLOOD thinks he has the largest 

pumpkin in this section.  He says put it down at 

96 pounds, but we would like to see it first. 

Small-pox is reported on Peek Street.  

We cannot vouch for the truth of the statement. 

During the past season the Sabbath 

school in Markhamville has conducted by Mrs. 

Elijah THAYER, and was a decided success. 

We are glad to hear that Mr. and Mrs. 

HARDY have adopted the little orphan girl that 

would otherwise have been homeless and 

friendless.  Their Christianity, integrity and 

charity are universally known.  Standing firmly 

by (unreadable) right, not upholding the wrong, 

always ready to lend a helping hand to the 

needy, they are just the people to guide the little 

oneôs steps to a noble womanhood. 

Henry HUNTINGDON is prepared to 

give good satisfaction to all customers.  If you 

want a harness made or mended, call at his shop. 

Dennis GOODMAN commenced his 

school Monday. 

     RUPERT 

 

[Pg 02 Top Column 1] NOV 26 - Mrs. LEWIS is 

gaining slowly. 

Under Dr. LISTONôs treatment, Mrs. 

BLISS is fast regaining her sight. 

Mr. Loami BLISS is improving the looks 

of his house, both internally and externally.  He 

shows a decided taste for the beautiful as well as 

useful. 

Edmond BLISS and his sister Eille have 

gone to Bloomingdale to spend Thanksgiving 

with their friends Mr. Seth WARDNER and 

sister. 

Sylvester thinks all places bright but one 

 

"RUPERT" Photograph ID;  

Page 02, Top, Column 1 
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ï that is dark and murky, where people live who prowl around and steal a Thanksgiving 

Turkey. 

Mr. AVERY had a hive of bees which would have yielded money, but prowlers 

thought they would get it cheap, so they took the hive and honey. 

We have heard so much about reform that we are almost disgusted.  We so much 

of meanness, yet we think reform is busted. 

Thanksgiving day has come and gone, and we believe the majority of the 

American people have looked up with thankful hearts to the Giver of all good and perfect 

gifts. 

       RUPERT 

 

[Pg 02 Top Column 1] DEC. 5, 1877- If it were spring we would say, how this warm rain 

will make the grass grow, but as it is we dread that which cometh after. 

Mr. R. HICKOK leaves town next week to commence school at Ausable Forks.  

We are sorry to lose our Chorister. 

Mrs. Nelly OLNEY and three children, from the West, are visiting friends in Jay 

and Wilmington.  Mrs. OLNEY is a 

daughter of Jasper BLISS, and a favorite 

among her many friends.  We are most 

happy to welcome her back, if only for a 

short time. 

William LAMOY  and son have 

sold their farm to Mr. Ashley PRIME of 

Upper Jay.  We understand they have an 

auction this week.  Now is your time, 

gentlemen, just going, going, gone. 

Brother DAVIES brings good 

news from JAY.  Souls are being 

converted, and backsliders reclaimed, and 

we believe that In spite of all opposition, 

the sun will yet break through the clouds 

that now obscure old Wilmington, and 

there will be a glorious revival of Godôs 

work among us. 

Mr. Eugene CHASE, of Vermont, 

paid a flying visit here last week. 

 

[Pg 02 Bottom Column 1] Mr. Henry 

HINDS would cordially invite the parties 

who took the two bags of grain from his 

barn, and three sheep from his pasture, to 

kindly return the bags and pelts if no 

more; and Mr. RUSSELL would like them 

to leave the skin of the next calf they take. 

Really Mr. Editor, you must talk to 

 

"RUPERT" Photograph ID;  

Page 02, Bottom, Column 1 
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your paper a little, for it created a great 

disturbance in our Bible Class last 

Sabbath.  We tried hard to hear the words 

of our teacher, but the continuous buzz, 

behind us, distracted our thoughts 

terribly.  The poor thing endeavored to 

express the excruciating agony it was 

undergoing by a continuous rattle, but we 

tôwas of no avail, and it passed from 

hand to hand with the rapidity of thought.  

How thankful we were that our own was 

safely stowed away in our inside coat 

pocket. 

Last Wednesday morning Mrs. 

Isaac VANDERWAKER was found dead 

in her bed at the residence of her son-in-

law, Mr. BENHAM of Markhamville.  

We have been informed that a shock of 

the palsy, and has lately had two 

epileptic fits.  At the inquest, held 

Thursday, it was decided that she died in 

a fit of apoplexy.   The funeral was 

attended by a large concourse of relatives 

and friends, the Rev. Thomas WATSON 

and SHAUBUTT, officiating clergymen. 

Mrs. Ida OWEN has gone to 

North Elba to attend school this winter.  

Miss Bidney CONABOY, teacher. 

    RUPERT    

 

[Pg02 Bottom Column 2] Mrs. W.F. 

WESTON spends the holidays with her 

friends in Vermont. 

Glad to see Mrs. OLNEY at 

church last Sabbath, looking young and 

fresh as ever. 

We wish our mail day was 

Monday, and then we should not be a 

week behind time. 

Somebody trembled in their boots 

last Sabbath, and we believe it was poor. 

    RUPPERT 

 

 

"RUPERT" Photograph ID;  

Page 02, Bottom, Column 2 

 



Essex County Republican, Published Every Thursday Morning, 

At Keeseville, Essex County N.Y., By W. Lansing & Son. 

[Transcribed by K.R. MARSHALL November and December 2003] 
 

                                    Page 12 

[Pg02 Bottom Column 2]  WILMINGTON . DEC. 19, 1877- Weather lovely but a little 

cooler. 

How pleasant to receive a sealed package at the post office with the end torn 

open.  Such honorable curiosity should be amply rewarded. 

Young FOSTER was arrested, tried and sent to jail for three months and fifteen 

dollars fine, but the notorious scoundrel, Horace MERRILL, faired better.  At the 

examination before justice FORBS it was proved conclusively that he stole RUSSELLôs 

calf and a number of turkeys and hens, but our justice said we must act conscientiously in 

this manner, and bade him depart in peace.  He departed, and falling in with one of the 

witnesses against him, (a woman), tore her dress nearly off, and pounded her 

unmercifully.  He also went to the house of Mrs. Isaac MERRILL, and threatened her 

life.  Another warrant is out for his arrest, but we understand he still stalks the streets as 

proudly as ever.  So much for acting conscientiously.    

Taxes are unusually high here, and farmers are wondering where the money is to 

come from. 

WESTON & Co. are buying large quantities of wood, and teams are running 

briskly. 

     RUPPERT 

 

[Pg02 Bottom Column 2]  IN WIL MINGTON , JAN. 18, 1878, a son to Mr. and Mrs. Joseph 

SMITH. 

 

[Pg02 Bottom Column 2]  IN CHICAGO , ILL , NOV. 1877, a daughter to Mr. and Mrs. 

George PERRY. 

 

[Pg02 Bottom Column 2]  IN NORTH STOCKHOLM , DEC. 9, 1877, a son to Mr. and Mrs. 

George COLE. 

 

[Pg02 Bottom Column 2]  IN WILMINGTON , JAN. 8, 1878, a daughter to Mr. and Mrs. 

James WILSON 

 

[Pg03 Top Column 1]  WILMINGTON DEC. 23, 1877- Yesterday Horace MERRILL was 

taken on a peace warrant before Justice Elijah WESTON and placed under bonds of two 

hundred dollars.  Failing to get bail he was taken to jail by Constable Andrew 

LAWRENCE to await further action. 

 

SILE must take heed next time he comes a courting to shut the barn door, for Mr. 

A FAY lost a valuable cow on consequence of his neglect.  She entered the barn, ate a 

barrel of meal, and in the morning departed this life with a groan which, if SILE had been 

present, would have dampened the pleasure of his courtship materially. 

Miss Anna HICKOK is home from Plattsburg, where she has been attending 

school for the last three months.  She returns to P. after holidays.  We all glad to welcome 

her back, and we imagined today that Charley looked uncommonly well pleased. 
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Mrs. Lilly WAINRIGHT  and oldest 

daughter of Rev. R. J. DAVIES were 

present at our class meeting today.  They 

are both young, but have already enlisted 

under the gospel banner, and give 

promising evidence of becoming hole 

Christian women. 

More encouraging words from Jay.  

The tidal wave is sweeping this way.  May 

the Lord send it on with power. 

A little daughter of Henry HINDS, 

while playing in the barn, fell and 

dislocated the joints of her elbow in a 

frightful manner. 

Strange how people will persist in 

calling a man in a coat and boots, a woman 

with a shawl we call this insult to the male 

sex. 

Will our friend S.A.B. please give 

us some news from below the village. 

    RUPERT 

 

[Pg 03 Top Column 1]  WILMINGTON DEC. 

31, 1877 ï No snow yet, but every tree, 

bush, and shrub is covered with a most 

beautiful frost work, and we feel like 

exclaiming, the works of nature how divine. 

The school in Elijah WESTONôs 

district is being successfully taught by Miss 

Lucena ESTES, of Keene.  Lyccums are 

held in their school house Friday evening.  

A full house, good order and a lively 

interest is plainly visible- Great progress 

has been made in a short time both is 

speaking and debating questions, and many 

thanks are due Miss ESTES for her able 

and efficient services.  A temperance piece 

entitled ñI have drank the last glass, boys,ò 

was spoken by Joseph SMITH last Friday 

evening with an eloquence and earnestness 

that impressed all with a belief that he 

meant just  
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[Pg03 Bottom Column 1]  what he said. 

Many thanks, Mr. Editor, for announcing 

the success of our friend, Miss Laura C. WHITE in 

her southern home.  She was once a resident of this 

town, and we are interested in her welfare, and glad 

to hear of her successes. 

We understand that our last summerôs 

school Maôam, Miss Adda BENEDICT was in 

town Saturday, transformed into no less a 

personage than Mrs. Percival NYE.  We wish them 

much joy. 

Mr. R. HICKOK has been quite ill during 

the past week.  We hope it is nothing serious. 

Were sorry to hear of the fatal result of 

stabbing affray at the Forks. 

A sadness creeps over our sprits this last 

night of the old year, but nevertheless we wish all a 

happy New Year. 

Mr. Elijah WESTON has shown much 

good taste in repairing his house.   A nice plaza and 

a coat of white paint have added greatly to the 

looks outside, while the inside is a model of taste 

and convenience. 

Rollin MARSHALL has purchased the 

R.C. LAWRENCE farm and intends moving there 

next spring.  He also bought the Heman PRESTON 

farm.  We hope Mr. Lawrence will not leave town, 

as he is an excellent citizen. 

The river is frozen over, and the boys are 

enjoying themselves on skates.  Uncle Jack, and 

old soldier, says this is regular Virginia weather. 

     RUPERT 

 

[Pg03 Bottom Column 1]  WILMINGTON . JAN. 7, 

1878 ï Well, for a wonder we have snow at last.  

Jobers are drawing wood on sleighs, and strange to 

state we havenôt any drifts, but it is very cold. 

A new Yearôs party for the little folks was 

given by Mr. and Mrs. S.G. WILLIAMS.  A godly 

number were present.  Refreshments were served at 

nine oôclock, and at twelve all departed for their 

home delighted with their new yearôs 

entertainment. 

Quite a number of our young people 

attended the New Yearôs ball at the Notch House, 
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Kept by Mr. Frank ALIEN.  All were perfectly 

satisfied and pronounced it a success.  Mr. Fred 

WINCH also gave an oyster supper and ball, which 

was well attended. 

Mr. and Mrs. F. WELLER arrived in town 

Thursday.  They spent New Years with friends in 

Kesseville and were on their way to their home in 

Brighton. 

Mr. WILLIAMS , of Jay, has moved to 

town, and occupies the house owned by Mr. Ira 

STORRS on the road leading to upper forge. 

Sylvester MIHILL has moved into the 

village. 

Mrs. George C. WHITE, of Plattsburg, is in 

town visiting friends.  A warm welcome always 

awaits her. 

A mosquito paid us a visit Monday 

evening. 

     RUPERT 

 

[Pg03 Top Column 2]  WILMINGTON . JAN. 15, 

1878 ï Warm and pleasant.  Fears are entertained 

that we shall lose our sleighing. 

If we have forwarded anything for 

publication which was not true, it was 

unintentional on our part.], for what we have 

written was told us by those who pretended to 

know, although they, as well as others, are ill able 

to make mistakes. 

The Rev. Mr. NEGUS, Baptist minister of 

Jay, addressed the congregation at the M.E. church 

Sunday the 13th.  All were edified and pleased with 

the sermon. 

A kerosene lamp exploded at the residence 

of Mr. Alpheus PERRY last evening, severely 

burning Mr. PERRY.  A doctor was called.  We 

have not learned the full particulars but will try and 

give them in our next. 

A series of protracted meetings are being 

held at the Congregational Church. 

Quite a number form Jay attended divine 

services here Sunday afternoon.  We wish those 

good singers could be present every Sabbath. 

We understand that a young hunter [see 

Charles HENRY] at the residence of Elsworth 
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HAYS in North Elba.  We havenôt learned 

the name yet. 

W.F. WESTON lost a valuable 

horse last week. 

Yesterday, the 14th, our community 

was filled with sadness by the death of an 

old and respected resident of this place, 

Mr. John MILES.  The deceased has long 

been an honored member of the 

Presbyterian Church, and his life has been 

that of true Christian.  He leaves a lonely 

widow, who receives the deepest 

sympathies of their many friends. 

Old Mrs. BELL is very ill.  She is 

with her son, Mr. Wm. BELL, of this 

place. 

    RUPERT 

 

[Pg03 Top Column 2]  WILMINGTON . 

JAN. 28, 1878 - As we anticipated, our 

January thaw left the ground bare, if we 

except the glare ice which in spots makes 

pedestrian exercises difficult. 

Mr. A. PERRY, who was burned 

last week by explosion of a kerosene 

lamp, is doing as well as can be expected, 

although we understand, that he will not 

be able to labor with his hands for a long 

time yet.  They were badly burned; also a 

large spot on the stomach, hair and 

whiskers badly scorched, but fortunately 

his face escaped injury. 

Mr. and Mrs. H. SUMNER, of 

Upper Jay, and Miss Hattie GEORGE, and 

Miss HEWITT were  present at divine 

services here last Sabbath afternoon.  

 

[Pg03 Bottom Column 2] During the past 

week the members of the M.E. and 

Presbyterian churches have united, 

holding alternate meetings, commencing 

Tuesday evening at the M.E. church, 

Wednesday evening at the Presbyterian, & 

through the week.  We are glad to see 
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Christians working together, and trust that 

much good may be done. 

Well, Joe and Sarah have left the 

world, and gone to matrimonial kingdom. 

    RUPERT 

 

[Pg03 Bottom Column 2]  WILMINGTON . 

FEB. 13, 1878. ï Plenty of snow at present 

with a strong southwester for the past 

twenty-four hours.  No drifts of any 

consequence. 

We understand that Mr. John NYE 

has bought William MIHILLôs house and lot 

in the village.  Johnny is becoming quite a 

landed proprietor. 

Hope we shall be permitted to attend 

the last of Dennies' school, for we 

understand the closing exercises are worth 

seeing and hearing. 

The funeral services of Mrs. William 

WINCH were held here on Monday. 

Who shall be our next Supervisor is 

the question now agitating the minds of most 

male citizens.  Considerable electioneering 

has already been done in behalf of two 

prominent candidates, both of which are 

qualified to fill the office, but we believe in 

speaking well of a bridge which carries you 

safely over, and little WARREN is just the 

man for the position for another year at least. 

    RUPERT 

 

[Pg03 Bottom Column 2]  IN WILMINGTON , 

JAN. 14, 1878, Mr. John MILES, aged 72 

years. 

 

[Pg04 Top Column 1]  WILMINGTON . 

MARCH 1, 1878. ï A very little snow, plenty 

of ice and considerable of bare ground: 

yesterday thawing, today freezing, but no 

wind.  óTis neither the lion nor the lamb, but 

partakes more of the calf. 

Notwithstanding the inclemency of 

the weather, the number present at the Social 

held at W.F. WESTONôs Tuesday evening 
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far exceeded our highest anticipations.  Lower Jay, Upper Jay, North Elba and St. 

Armand were well represented.  150 persons were present, who enjoyed the hospitality 

and cordial welcome extended them by Mr. WESTON and a lady with zest and good will 

rarely seen is such a large assembly.  That inevitable long string seemed to enjoy itself 

muchly among the young people in the large dining-room, and if we mistake not the older 

ones done something besides look on.  Mr. and Mrs. DAVIES were present and heartily 

welcomed by their many friends.  The idea of their not returning to us another year is 

simply preposterous, and not to be thought of.  He proceeds of the evening were $35.75.  

It is not decided where the next will be held, but we hope it will be somewhere and soon. 

Mrs. Elsworth HAYS, of North Elba, has been visiting friends here and in Black 

Brook during the past week.  That young hunter is doing finely.  His name is Charles 

HENRY. 

Seventeen schools have been taught here and in adjoining towns by teachers from 

Wilmington during the present winter. 

The men are attending a caucus tonight, all but us. 

We are glad to learn that the tidal wave of temperance is surging over Keeseville 

with such overwhelming force.  May it extend over all our fair land and completely 

submerge and exterminate the vestige of that baneful curse, king alcohol. 

We wonder whatôs the trouble that our papers donôt come until Tuesday, and one 

did not get along until the next week Friday. 

        RUPERT 

 

[Pg04 Top Column 1]  WILMINGTON . MARCH 22, 1878 ï We are enjoying a few days of 

old-fashioned March weather ï cold and blustering.  

Mr. and Mrs. P.V. HEWITT, of Vermontville, are visiting friends in town, also 

Mr. and Mrs. George FERRINGTON of Saranac. [Continued On] 

 

[Pg04 Bottom Column 1]  Dr. RIVITTE, of Ausable Forks, is in attendance upon Mr. A. 

FLETCHER.  Is a cure can be affected the Dr. is just the man to do it. 

Last Sabbath, the 17th, we enjoyed the pleasure of listening to a very able address, 

delivered by Rev. Father SHIELDS, of Ausable Forks, on the ñInfluence of the Popes on 

civilization.ò 

Our young folkôs exhibition, under the management of Corwin THAYER and 

Dennis GORMAN, took place last evening at the M.E. church, and although the night 

was cold and the going bad, the house was literally packed.  Many were present from 

Lower Jay, Upper Jay, North Elba, Bloomingdale and St. Armand.  It was estimated that 

about four hundred were present, and we believe all were satisfied with the 

entertainment.  We do not wish to praise our friends to highly, but we do heartily 

congratulate them on their success.  The acting, both serious and comic, was well done, 

and we think Charley rather out-shines the natural darkey.  Mr. T. GORMAN Jr., Mr. M. 

KENNEDY and Mr. ROBINSON drew forth excellent music from two violins and the 

organ.  They exhibit at Black Brook tomorrow evening, and we safely promise our 

friends there a good time.  Below we give the names of the principle actors: Dennis 

GORMAN, Bridget GORMAN, Thomas GORMAN Jr., Mary A. GORMAN, Colvin 

THAYER, Maggie GORMAN, A.Q. THAYER, Louis HARDY, Leonard THAYER, 
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Effie M. BLISS, Charley WARDNER, Liunie 

BALL , Charley HAYES, Ella HUNTINGTON, 

Oswin GEORGE, Carry AVERY, Sammy 

SLATER, Bidney CONABOY, Frank 

WILKINS, Electa HAYES, John, FAY, Phete 

HAYES. 

     RUPERT 

 

[Pg04 Bottom Column 1] IN WILMINGTON , 

APRIL 1, 1878, Mr. Ambrose SHUMWAY, 

aged 74 years. 

 

[Pg04 Bottom Column 1] IN WILMINGTON , 

APRIL 12, 1878, and son to Mr. and Mrs. 

Thomas WATSON. 

 

[Pg04 Bottom Column 1] IN WILMINGTON , 

APRIL 22, 1878, a daughter to Mr. and Mrs. 

Edwin HAYES. 

 

[Pg04 Bottom Column 1] IN WILMINGTON , 

MAY 7, 1878, a son to Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert 

HICKOK. 

 

[Pg04 Bottom Column 1] IN WILMINGTON , 

JULY 16, 1879, a son to Mr. and Mrs. Rollin 

MARSHALL 

 

[Pg04 Top Column 2]  WILMINGTON . MARCH 

25, 1878 ï Our snow is all gone.  Lovely spring 

weather overhead.  But, Oh, the mud, the 

terrible mud, letting the wheels in up to the 

hub. 

We understand as the 

VANDERWAKER place, has been burned to 

the ground. 

Mr. and Mrs. A. FULLER, of Mechum 

Lake, and Mr. BALLARDôs people of Malone, 

were in town visiting friends last week. 

Mr. A. FLETCHER, who has been very 

ill, is considered better. 

Mrs. RICHARDSON is recovering. 

We are sorry to learn of the death of the 

little son of Mr. and Mrs. HAYES of North 

Elba. 
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Thereôs a pair of little hands, 

Laid to rest forevermore; 

Thereôs two pearly dimpled cheeks, 

Hose rich blossoming is oôer. 

 

Death has sealed two little eyes, 

That no more will smile of weep; 

Tiny windows of the soul 

Darling babyôs gone to sleep. 

    RUPERT 

 

[Pg04 Top Column 2]  WILMINGTON .  

APRIL 3, 1878 ï We are having glorious 

spring weather.  An immense flock of 

pigeons passed over the house today, 

making a noise like a mighty wind. 

We guess Mr. Printer could not 

believe that Wilmington boasted of three 

churches, for when we said our exhibition 

was held in the W.M. church, it was printed 

M.E. church.  Now, Mr. Printer, please 

remember that W.M. means Wesleyan 

Methodist, not Methodist Episcopal.  We 

noticed, also several slight mistakes in the 

names of the actors, but we will not scold if 

the donôt. 

The air is full of muttering, 

rumbling rumors, sounding something like 

this: Somebody in this little temperance 

town has been selling intoxicating beverage 

without license: somebody got tight on it; a 

complaint has been made; trial comes off 

Monday; and much more which, by next 

week, we hope to get reduced into facts of 

interest. 

We are sorry to learn that Mrs. 

James BLISS is quite ill, also Mrs. Thomas, 

WATSON.  We hope it is nothing serious, 

and they may soon recover. 

Mr. S.G. WILLIAMS has sold his 

flock of sheep to W.F. WESTON for one 

hundred and sixty four dollars.  We shall 

miss the bleating of those lambs this 

summer. [Continued On] 
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[Pg04 Bottom Column 2] On account of 

disease prevailing at Ausable Forks the 

board of health has closed the school there, 

taught by Mr. R. HICKOK, before the 

expiration of the term.  We are glad to see 

our chorister home again, but sorry to hear of 

so much sickness among our neighbors. 

Mr. A. FLETCHER has sold his farm 

to Mr. Thomas CROWLY and has moved to 

North Elba. 

Plenty of maple sugar is being made 

in town.  Why donôt someone have a sweet 

party? 

    RUPERT 

 

[Pg04 Bottom Column 2]  WILM INGTON . 

APRIL 20, 1878. ï We believe we may all 

sing of spring now without being in danger 

of getting caught in a snow storm before we 

get through. Farmers are very busy at present 

preparing their land and getting in crops.  

Meadows are beginning to look green.  Birds 

are caroling their sweetest lays, and all 

nature seems preparing to deck her self for 

balmy summer. 

G.T. HICKOK has moved into the 

house owned by Mrs. Laura B. CHILD of 

Ogdensburg. 

Edwin HAYES has moved into the 

south wing of his fatherôs house. 

Mrs. James BLISS is slowly 

recovering. 

Miss Maggie GORMAN, who has 

been ill for the past two weeks, is considered 

better.  Dr. SAWYER, of Ausable Forks, is 

in attendance. 

Thomas GORMAN Jr., has gone on a 

protracted visit to friends in Canada. 

We understand that the measles are in 

the family of Mr. HAZELTON, of 

Markhamville. 

Onlas WILKINS has returned from 

the White Hills of New Hampshire, where he 

has been for nearly a year. 
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No preaching next Sabbath afternoon, 

Rev. R.J. DAVIES has gone to conference.  

We do hope he will return to us for another 

year. 

    RUPERT 

 

[Pg04 Bottom Column 2]  IN WILMINGTON , 

JUNE 11, 1878, of measles, Miss Patience 

BOWEN, daughter of Straten BOWEN. 

This young lady has been an invalid 

from infancy.  Her suffering and trials have 

been borne with fortitude and meekness and a 

kind Saviorôs hand has at last taken her home. 

At Abbottôs corner, Canada, Oct 3, 

1878, of consumption, Miss Alice POWERS, 

aged 23 years. 

In St. Armand, C.E., Oct. 7, 1878, of 

typhoid dysentery, Mrs. Edmond INGLESS, 

aged 36 years. 

In Wilmington, July 9, 1878, by 

drowning, Charley, aged 16 years, eldest son 

of Albert WILKINS. 
 

Gone from this world of sorrow, 

Away from all trouble and care, 

Oh! May thy kindred meet thee 

In thy blissful home over there. 
 

[Pg05 Top Column 1] WILMINGTON .  APRIL 

25, 1878 - Our old inhabitants say this is the 

most forward spring we have had in a great 

many years. 

The ladies are at present busy house 

cleaning, so of course there is not much news 

afloat. 

Mrs. CONGER is dangerously ill. 

W.F. WESTON is getting on his new 

spring goods. 

Mr. Dennis GORMAN is expected 

home on Saturday from School in 

Elizabethtown. 

Miss Bidney CONABOY, Mr. R.C. 

LAWRENCE, sees to understand the worth of 

a good and reliable teacher. 

All who have had occasion to move 
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their old potato vines find the Colorado Bug 

numerous.  Many wish they had burned them 

last fall. 

Mr. Jasper BLISS is tearing down, 

building up, and improving the looks of his 

house and grounds generally. 

We should like to know what Osceola 

is doing in Keeseville.  We imagine she has 

been taking tea with the editor. 

 

[Pg05 Top Column 1]  WILMINGTON .  MAY 8 

1878 ï R.C. LAWRENCE has purchased the 

Ned. OôNEIL farm; also the farm known as 

the Hiram PARTRIDGE place, formerly 

occupied by Joseph MILLER.  Mr. MILES is 

moving into a part of W. BELLôs house.  Mr. 

LAWRENCE will remain on the farm now 

occupied by him, having rented it of Mr. R. 

MARSHALL for another year. 

Mr. Thomas GORMAN has bought 

the PARTRIDGE farm, recently purchased by 

Mr. LAWRENCE, and will take possession 

immediately. 

The young bride and groom, Mr. and 

Mrs. Seth WARDNER, of Bloomingdale, 

were in town visiting friends two weeks ago. 

While fixing fence today Mr. BLOOD 

was somewhat startled on looking up at the 

top of the stake which he held in his hand, to 

see an enormous Colorado Beetle looking 

down upon him in a way which seemed to 

say, I wish you were a potato. 

We understand that Mr. Ira STORRS 

is to remodel his house preparatory to keeping 

summer boarders. 

    RUPERT 

 

[Pg05 Bottom Column 1]  WILMINGTON . 

MAY 15. ï Last Sabbath Mr. Rollin 

MARSHALL was chosen Superintendent of 

the Sabbath School in E. WESTONôS District. 

We are glad to lean that the nuisance 

on Pebble Street is at last broken u.  We do 

not grudge the people of Redford their new 

neighbors.  
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We thought the other day that some one of poetical correspondents would be 

called upon to write an ode to winter for every one we saw was sh-sh-shivering. 

Choir meeting next Saturday afternoon.  This means improvement. 

The Sabbath School at the Congregational Church was reorganized last Sabbath, 

Mr. Wm. BELL was chosen Superintendent. 

A visit from Mr. and Mrs. L. F. MACE was enjoyed by us last week. 

Mr. Wm. GALUSHA who was spending the winter with friends here is now 

visiting friends in St. Armand. 

Mr. Henry HICKOK has purchased the Edward HALY farm, and is now in 

possession. 

We learn that Mr. Alexander FLETCHER, an old resident of this town, died in 

North Elba about two weeks ago. 

The A.B. C. class in Miss CONABOYôs school, consists of 25 scholars.  We 

should call that almost too much of a good thing. 

Having thoroughly and successfully tried L.F. MACEôs Vegetable Lung Remedy 

we take this opportunity of recommending to all who may be afflicted with any disease of 

the lungs or throat the above medicine.  It is an infallible remedy in cases of children 

teething, whooping cough, worm cough, croup, and all diseases to which children 

subject.  Phthisic, asthma, consumption and Bronchial affections have yielded to its 

healing influence, and old and stubborn cases have been greatly relieved.  We 

recommend all who are afflicted with any of the above diseases to call on or address L.F. 

MACE, Keeseville, N.Y. 

        RUPERT 

 

[Pg05 Bottom Column 1]  IN WILMINGTON , JUNE 1, 1878, a son to Mr. and Mrs. John 

LEWIS. 

 

[Pg05 Bottom Column 1]  IN WILMINGTON , SEPT. 4, 1878, a son to Mr. and Mrs. Carlos 

PRESTON. 

 

[Pg05 Bottom Column 1]  WILMINGTON , AT THE CONGREGATIONAL PARSONAGE, AUG 

6, 1878, by Rev. T. WATSON, Theodore H. WHITE, of Keene Valley, and Flora C. 

BLISS, of Wilmington. 

 

[Pg05 Bottom Column 1]  AT JAY , JUNE 29, 1879, by Rev. E. J. McKERNON, Mr. 

McDonald LAMOY and Miss Addie PRESTON, all of Wilmington. 

 

[Pg05 Top Column 2]  WILMINGTON MAY 21. ï Last Sabbath the Sabbath School at the 

M.E. church was reorganized under the supervisions of Rev. R.J. DAVIES.  James 

BLISS was chosen superintendent, Roger HICKOK assistant and superintendent of 

singing, W.F. WESTON Secretary, John NYE, treasurer, George HARDY librarian, 

Horace HINDS assistant librarian.  With this band full of life, energy and experience, as 

officers, we see nothing to hinder the school from being a success, with perhaps as good a 

celebration before it is through with as we enjoyed last season. 
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There has been a little talk of getting 

an organ for the M.E. church.  We hope this 

talk will increase until it becomes a settled 

fact that we are to have one. 

Master Gilbert HAYS have a camp at 

Conry Pond.  A party of four from Vermont 

are with them at present. 

Mr. Edwin HAYS is in the 

employment of Miss NEWMAN, at North 

Elba.  He intends to move his family there 

next week. 

We are glad to notice that the new 

library of Sunday school books at the 

Congregational church. 

Miss Electa HAYS is teaching the 

school at the ROGERôs kilns, on the mountain 

road. 

Mr. David HATCH lost a valuable 

cow last week. 

Miss JOHNES, of North Jay, is 

teaching the school in E. WESTONôs district.  

We believe she gives entire satisfaction. 

George COLBY is dangerously ill of 

Typhoid and lung fever, at the residence of 

S.G. WILLIAMS, in whose employment he 

has been during the spring. 

Miss Anna HICKOK, who has been 

attending school at Plattsburg during the past 

six months, is expected home the week to 

spend the summer. 

Our choir meeting last Saturday 

afternoon was altogether on key of A Flat.  

We hope next Saturdayôs meeting may prove 

A Sharp. 

    RUPERT 

 

[Pg05 Top Column 2]  WILMINGTON . JUNE 

13TH. ï We pity those whose friends as  

 

[Pg05 Bottom Column 2] cool as the weather 

is at present. 

 

Mr. Charles FYANôs found one of his sheep, 

which he had valued at eight dollars, shot 

through the head, last week.  Those who use 
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weapons ought to be careful what they aim at. 

Potato bugs are the topic of conversation 

ï 36 being found on one hill not two inches 

above the ground. 

Mrs. Elijah THAYER is again chosen 

Superintendent of the Sabbath School in 

Markhamville.   

George COLBY still continues to have 

chills.  There are some doubts of his recovery. 

Mr. George WESTON, of Port Henry, 

was at church last Sabbath.  He addressed the 

Sabbath school scholars in a very affecting 

manner. 

Mr. Loamie BLISS lost a valuable horse 

last week. 

The measles are raging at the Rogerôs 

kilns.  They are also in the family of Landin 

WILKINS. 

Edmond and Effie BLISS will spend the 

summer at the STEPHENS' Hotel, in North 

Elba. 

Miss Annie HICKOKôs paintings, both 

in oil and water colors, shows time improved to 

advantage while in Plattsburgh. 

That new fence around Mr. R. 

HICKOKôs front yard is a decided improvement.  

We donôt blame the girls much if they did 

demolish that old gate. 

Crops have nearly all been destroyed in 

Markhamville by recent frosts.  Some farmers 

have plowed us their corn and potatoes and 

sowed to grain. 

Miss Cora and Miss Nellie BALLARD, 

of Malone, are visiting friends here and in Jay.  

They will make the accent of Whiteface; also 

visit Keeseville before returning home. 

 

[Pg05 Bottom Column 2]  WILMINGTON . JUNE 

19. ï Mr. James BLISS has sold the grist mil 

property to Mr. GOODRICH, of Keeseville, for 

five thousand dollars.  Mr. GOODRICH has 

engaged an experienced miller from Plattsburg, 

and is buying up a large quantity of grain and 

intends to selling flour as cheap as it can be 

bought on the river. 
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Miss Pauline HICKOK has gone to 

St. Lawrence Co. to spend the summer with 

her aunt.  We are sorry to lose so estimable 

a young lady. 

Miss HICKOKôs new piano arrived 

yesterday. 

Mrs. David HAYS enjoyed a visit 

from her sister, of Massachusetts, last 

week.  Her sister, Mrs. Wm. HARPER, of 

Keeseville, accompanied her. 

We notice a new barn speedily 

nearing completion at Mr. Charles FYAN, 

and Mr. R. C. LAWRENCE has the 

management of it, and when he says the 

word things have to move. 

The Assessors are making their 

rounds this week, and people tremble at the 

thought of that which cometh after. 

Mr. Sol. BENHAM has moved to 

Markhamville, where he takes possession 

of his fatherôs farm. 

    RUPERT. 

 

[Pg06 Top Column 1]  WILMINGTON . 

JUNE 26, 1878. ï Early potatoes are in 

blossom.  Crops look flourishing, and hay 

needs cutting.  Old time is ahead of most of 

our framers. 

The two dogs which accompanied 

the party on Whiteface last week enjoyed 

the view very much, but having their bodies 

filled with porcupine quills was rather 

detrimental to the pleasure. 

We noticed Mr. and Mrs. Seth 

WARDNER, of Bloomingdale church last 

Sabbath. 

Two were baptized by sprinkling 

last Sabbath at the M.E. church.  Others are 

to be immersed in two weeks. 

A barrel of pork was taken out of 

Mr. STORRSôs shed night before last and 

hid in Mr. WESTONôs pile of coal.  

Unfortunately for the thief it was found 

before he got a taste. 

John HARDING, who was indicted 
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before the grand jury for committing a bas 

outrage up on a little girl a few weeks ago, has 

sold out and left for parts unknown. 

Mrs. L. B. CHILD, of Ogdensburg, writes 

us that she has been informed that the wood shed 

belonging to her house here suddenly disappeared 

one night, no one knowing whither it went.  She 

hopes the house will not take wings and fly in the 

same direction.  The shed we believe took its 

flight last winter, and now that Gib. Is the 

occupant, we believe he insures the house against 

taking flight while he remains. 

     RUPERT 

 

[Pg06 Top Column 1]  WILMINGTON . THE 

FOURTH ï A NIGHT SCENE.  JULY 4. ï Again the 

anniversary of the independence of America 

draws upon us in glorious beauty.  And we think 

over the history of our country, its past and 

present, how we are led to honor and revere the 

sacred memory of our noble forefathers who 

fought, bled and died for the achievement of 

liberty, that they might be able to hand down their 

posterity a free county.  Amid all this rejoicing 

there are many sad and sorrowful hearts.  Let us 

not forget amid our prosperity and joy that 

beautiful truth: ñThe poor ye have always with 

you.ò  This truth was verified by the heart 

rendering occurrence of last night in our little 

community where all expected to pass this day in 

gladness.  [Continued On] 

 

[Pg06 Bottom Column 1] About half-past twelve 

we were awakened by a bright glare of light in 

our room, and springing to the window and 

casting our eyes up the river we saw what we 

instinctively knew to be a home wrapped in 

flames, and as we watched the fiery tongues 

mount higher and higher, a silent prayer went up 

from our hearts to Him who is able to save, for 

the helpless ones thus being deprived of a home.  

This morning we learn from the good Samaritans 

around soliciting aid for the sufferers, that it was 

the residence of Alpheus PERRY, who is at 

present about eighty miles form home at work.  

 

"RUPERT" Photograph ID;  

Page 06, Bottom, Column 1 

 



Essex County Republican, Published Every Thursday Morning, 

At Keeseville, Essex County N.Y., By W. Lansing & Son. 

[Transcribed by K.R. MARSHALL November and December 2003] 
 

                                    Page 29 

His family,, also the family of Mr. HATHAWAY, who was carrying on Mr. PERRYôs 

farm, were in the house asleep, and  awoke in time to save their lives, Mrs. PERRY 

having to put her children out of the window.  Not a garment nor anything in the house 

was saved.  Two women and seven little children are left perfectly destitute, who 

yesterday were comfortably well off.  Mr. CONGER kindly took the homeless ones in 

until proper clothing could be procured and other arrangements made:  and we can safely 

say that they are made comfortable clothing by this time, for we saw Mr. Frank HATCH 

off early with three dresses under his arm, and Mr. DAVY and Mr. HUNTINGTON are 

energetic and will be alike successful, for people, although not rich, are humane and 

charitable. 

 

No roof to shelter them; 

No clothes to cover them; 

Homeless and destitute; 

God help the poor. 

 

We understand that Mr. GOODRICH has concluded not to keep the BLISS mill property. 

      RUPERT. 

 

[Pg06 Bottom Column 1]  WILMINGTON . JULY 10. ï Vegetation is suffering terribly for 

want of rain.  It is feared that upland crops will be a failure. 

We were informed today that Monroe HALLôs store in this place was broken into 

last week and a large amount of goods stolen. 

We are sorry to have to record the death by drowning of the eldest son of Albert 

WILKINS, the family have our deepest sympathies, and especially Miss Jennie, who has 

the care of the family since her motherôs death, and who will sadly miss this loved 

brother so near her own age. 

Well, at last we have to mourn the loss of two Susies, the prettiest girls in town 

too.  We shall miss them, but we congratulate the gentlemen on their good taste in 

selection of life companions, and wish all parties prosperity and happiness in life. 

Mr. H. AVERY and family, of Wadhams Mills, also Mr. and Mrs. Lute EVANS, 

of Saranac Lakes, were visiting at Mr. Amos and Sanford AVERYôs last week. 

Miss Carrie AVERY is at Frenchôs Hotel, in Franklin.  We know that Carrie is 

just I her element now. 

Wonder what was the matter with that Peru peddler last Sabbath.  He came into 

church very late. 

       RUPERT 
 

[Pg06 Top Column 2]  WILMINGTON .  AUG. 14, 1878 ï The closing exercises of Miss 

CONABOYôs school, last Friday afternoon, were both interesting and affecting.  The 

recitations, declamations, reading and dialogues were excellent.  Also the paper read by 

Iva BLISS and Lola HICKOK.  After Miss CONABOY had finished distributing the 

prizes and other presents, two little ones, under the direction of Mr. David HAYES, 

walked forward to the platform and presented to their teacher, one a box containing 84 

album blocks pieced together by the scholars and their friends, the other a beautiful 
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chromo representing a flower wreathed 

cross, a present from her scholar, little Bid 

EVANS.  Those gifts were wholly 

unexpected by Miss CONABOY and were 

received by her with many thanks and tears 

of gratitude.  She is truly a successful 

teacher, possessing both the love and 

obedience of her scholars. 

The school in E. WESTONôs 

district, taught by Miss Nettie JONES, 

closed last Friday.  Not being present we 

cannot give particulars, but we learn that 

her school was a decided success.  We shall 

also miss her in Sabbath school. 

The long contested suit of the 

people against Ira STORRS for selling 

intoxicating beverages was ended Saturday 

morning, the jury finding him guilty and 

imposing a fine of two hundred dollars and 

costs.  

The family of Varnum HEWITT, of 

St. Armand, having the deep sympathies of 

friends here in their affliction.  Their 

daughter was loved and esteemed by all 

who knew her here, and the untimely death 

of one so young and talented is deeply felt 

by all. 

   RUPERT 
 

[Pg06 Top Column 2]  WILM INGTON . 

AUG. 24 ï Mr. James BLISS has emerged 

an experienced hand from Sandy Hill to put 

new wheels into his grist-mill and 

otherwise repair it, putting it in first-class 

working order.  He has also employed a 

first class miller, Mr. David MOOERS, and 

intends to give perfect satisfaction to all 

patrons. 

Mrs. ROWE and daughter have 

returned to their home in Plattsburg.  They 

are sadly missed in the home here where 

they spent a few pleasant weeks. 

Our Sunday-school scholars are 

anticipating a pleasant time at the picnic in 

Jay.    RUPERT 

 

"RUPERT" Photograph ID;  

Page 06, Top, Column 2 



Essex County Republican, Published Every Thursday Morning, 

At Keeseville, Essex County N.Y., By W. Lansing & Son. 

[Transcribed by K.R. MARSHALL November and December 2003] 
 

                                    Page 31 

 

[Pg06 Bottom Column 2]  WILMINGTON .  

AUG 29, 1878. ï The funeral services of 

Lucy HAYS, wife of James McDonald 

HAYS, of, [Insdale?], were held last 

Sabbath.  Much sympathy was felt by all for 

the afflicted family. 

Mr. and Mrs. SMITH and family, of 

Philadelphia, were at church last Sabbath.  

Mr. SMITH preached at the Congregational 

church in the evening. 

Mrs. William GAINES, of Virginia, 

is in town visiting friends.  We do not see as 

her residence in the South has changed Eva 

Much. 

Mr. Thomas GORMAN is improving 

the looks of his house by a coat of paint. 

Mr. and Mrs. HOAG, of Keeseville, 

were in town Saturday. 

Mr. Daniel AMES, son and daughter, 

of Keeseville, are visiting at S.G. 

WILLIAMS.  

Mr. Thomas WATSON has been 

quite ill of heart disease, but is better now. 

We understand that Mr. Dennis 

GORMAN is open a select school in the 

village soon. 

Mrs. CONGER is still very ill.  There 

are doubts of her recovery. 

    RUPERT 

 

[Pg06 Bottom Column 2]  IN OGDENSBURG, 

AUG. 4, 1878, William GALUSHA, aged 75 

years. 

Mr. GALUSHA was born in 

Vermont in 1803, and came to Wilmington 

about forty years ago, doing business there 

for a number of years.  He then moved to St. 

Armand, where he remained until about nine 

years ago, when he sold out and went to St. 

Lawrence County.  There he lost his wife, 

after a long and severe illness, and since that 

time his health has been perceptibly failing.  

He has traveled extensively in Canada and 

Vermont during the past year.  He spent last 
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winter with friends in Wilmington, and had 

been in Ogdensburg but a few weeks when he 

died.  Mr. GALUSHA had been a member of 

the Baptist Church a number of years, and we 

hope and trust he has gone in peace to meet 

God. 

 

[Pg06 Bottom Column 2]  IN EAST 

FRANKLIN , VT., FEB 16, 1879, Miss Mary 

MEARS, aged 16 years. 

 

[Pg07 Top Column 1]  WILMINGTON . SEPT. 

13, 1878 ï Prospects look favorable for a 

second crop this fall.  Mr. J. HINDS is already 

cutting clover. 

We saw an apple tree in full blossom 

in Markhamville yesterday.  The flats are 

covered with strawberries in blossom, and Mr. 

William WARDNERôs young people picked 

enough raspberries last week for a short-cake 

ï also a large handful of strawberries.  Good 

for September. 

We heartily congratulate our old friend 

G.W. WESTON, of Port Henry.  May long 

life and happiness attend himself and new 

bride. 

Yesterday morning was somewhat 

lowery, and many feared a bad day for the 

picnic at Markhamville.  But about 9 a.m. it 

cleared, and a lovely day was enjoyed.  We 

had the pleasure of attending, and can truly 

say that the Markhamville Sabbath School 

must be a perfect success, for the picnic was a 

triumph, and honor to the school and lady 

superintendent, Mrs. Elijah THAYER.  It was 

held in a beautiful pine grove back of Mr. 

THAYERôs.  Tables were set for all with an 

abundance of goodies, lemonade provided 

free to all ï after which done honor to al 

participants.  A croquet ground and set were 

at the disposal of all who wished to play.  

Three swings, capable of holding three and 

four persons each, were kept busily at work, 

affording both amusement and pleasure to all.  

The baseball club had their play ground on a 
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lovely flat, near the grove.  Wednesday and today, 

Friday, it rained, but yesterday nature in its glorious 

beauty combined with those good people to give one 

happy joyous day to the little ones, and create a new 

interest in the Sabbath School.  After the school 

exercises closed the school was addressed by Mr. R. 

HICKOK and Mr. Dennis GORMAN.  We 

congratulate them their success, and return our 

sincere thanks for the kind courtesy extended to you 

humble scribe. 

     RUPERT 

 

[Pg07 Top Column 1]  WILMINGTON .  DEC. 16, 

1878. ï December 2nd being the 10th anniversary of 

the wedding of Mr. and Mrs. H.J. HUNTINGTON 

was celebrated by a tin wedding at their home.  A 

large company of friends were assembled.  An 

oyster supper and plenty of goodies, and a good time 

generally was enjoyed by all.   

 

[Pg07 Bottom Column 1]  A very large and 

elaborately trimmed cake, called the bride cake, was 

presented by the brideôs sister, Miss LOW, and was 

to be cut by the bride after all were seated.  

According to the programme Mrs. HUNTINGTON, 

after having counted the number present, 

deliberately attempted to cut the cake, but in spite of 

all her efforts the knife would only penetrate no 

farther than through the lovely white frosting.  Upon 

examination the cake proved to be a new tin pan 

nicely frosted and trimmed.  All considered it a good 

joke, and enjoyed a hearty laugh at the brideôs 

expense.  The presents were numerous and well 

adapted to the occasion. 

Tuesdayôs freshet did much damage.  It cut 

through the bank between the bridge and Mr. 

HALLôs saw mill completely washing away the 

road leading to the grist-mill, and forming a canal 

about ten or twelve feet deep to the corner of the 

grist-mill, where it returned to the river.  The walls 

at the back of the grist-mill were all torn away, and 

no one expected it could stand.  A rise of a few 

inches would have taken bridge, dam, saw mill, and 

grist-mill.  It will cost Mr. BLISS not less than one 

thousand dollars to repair the damages.  All logs 
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belonging to WESTON and HALL went 

down the river. 

David HAYS has sold his village 

house and lot to W.F. WESTON, and 

bought the Millard HAYS place. 

Mr. Thomas GORMAN has 

completed his house, having raised the old 

part, built on new, and completely 

remodeled the inside, finishing all with a 

coat of white paint.  It is now a location to 

be proud of.  Miss Mary GORMAN leaves 

soon for Port Henry where she takes the 

position of teacher in the graded school. 

[Pg07 Bottom Column 1]  DEC. 19, 1878 ï 

Mr. James BLISS has employed Mr. 

HOXIE, of Sandy Hill, to repair his grist-

mill.  This gives employment to many who 

sadly need work. 

Glad to see Mr. and Mrs. Theodore 

WHITE, of Keene at church last Sabbath. 

We should judge, from the number 

present last Saturday evening, that the 

singing schools are a success. 

 Quite a number of our young folks 

are attending the Institute at Upper Jay. 

We notice a new shed at Mr. Albert 

WILKINS. 

Mr. Aaron HAYS has a newly 

clapboarded his house. 

 Mr. Albert HICKOK has returned to 

Kansas.  Mr. Milo WILLIAMS  takes his 

place selling goods for the firm in Peru. 

Quite cold but no sleighing. 

We wish all the readers of the 

Republican a Merry Christmas, and a 

Happy New Year. 

    RUPERT. 

 

[Pg07 Top Column 2]  WILMINGTON .  

DEC. 27. ï Oh the snow the beautiful snow.  

A large quantity has fallen during the past 

week; but oh, the wind; the horrible wind, 

has heaped it into huge piles, and there is 

neither sleighing nor wagoning. 

Mr. S.G.  WILLIAMS had 38 
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