
WILMINGTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEETING 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 8, 2023 – WILMINGTON COMMUNITY CENTER 

 

ATTENDANCE: Karen Peters called the meeting to order at 6:39 pm.  In person attendees: Merri Peck, Karen Peters, 

Susan Albert, Nancy Cressey, Linda Joss-Dyke, Gil Dyke & Laurie George. Via Zoom: Dave Lally. 

OPEN DISCUSSION:  None this month as this was a planning meeting. 

SECRETARY’S REPORT:  The minutes from the 2/8/23 meeting were distributed and reviewed.  Nancy made a motion 

to accept them; seconded by Gil.  All approved. 

TREASURER’S REPORT: Susan presented the Treasurer’s Report for 2/1/23-2/28/23 for review and discussion.  The 

current balances are as follows; 

     Operating Account:       $      2,895.48 

     Building Fund Transfer Account:     $          128.00 

     Zachay Memorial Account:      $       2,000.00 

     Keegan Memorial Building Constr. Fund MM Account:  $   161,352.61 

     Mountain Valley FCU Savings Account:    $          100.47 

     Mountain Valley FCU 12 month CD:     $      6,545.28 

     Petty Cash Fund:       $         126.50 

     Adirondack Foundation Account (fluctuates with the market) $    46,502.79 

     Total of All Accounts:      $  219,651.13 

     The Operating Account decreased by $433 during February.  Receipts came in from Whiskey Festival vendor 

registrations, Amazon Smile rewards, Amazon book royalties and a book refund.  Disbursements of $513 included 

postage for membership mailing, renewal of Norton antivirus software, post office box rental, webinar tuition, office 

supplies, monthly printer usage and postage for book sale shipments.  (Additional Whiskey Festival sponsorships, 

membership dues and Whiskey Run registration were received late in February but were not deposited until after the 

end of the month.) 

     The Keegan MM Account increased $125 due to an Annual Appeal donation and interest.  (Additional donations 

were received late in February but were not deposited until early March).  The Petty Cash account increased by $27 

due to sale of a North Pole DVD plus Whiskey Run shirts offset by returned postage fees.  The current balance in our 

Adirondack Foundation Account increased $2810 this month due to market fluctuation in the fund.  Despite previous 

information that we would receive the balance of this account only quarterly, we now again see monthly amounts.  

The total amount of all accounts is up $2528 from January primarily due to the increase in the ADK Foundation 

balance.  Linda made a motion to accept the February Treasurer’s Report; seconded by Merri.  All approved. 

    - Annual Appeal Status: Our 2022-23 Annual Appeal balance increased to $7032 from 51 donors during February.  

We received additional matching funds from Dennis Keegan in late February which will be reported in the March 

Treasurer’s Report. 

    - Approval of 2023 Budget: Susan presented a draft of the 2023 Budget which we had previously worked on in 

January.  She recommended that many non-profit groups use two budgets: one for the Operating Budget and a 

second for Capital Fundraising Budget.  This format change was accepted.   Both proposed budgets were reviewed 

and discussed line by line. Gil made a motion to accept both budgets; seconded by Laurie.  All approved. 



    - IRS Form 990 due by May 15, 2023:  A previous appointment made by Susan to complete this form with H&R Block 

was postponed due to a snowstorm; the new appointment is 3/21/23. 

    - NYS Sales Tax due by March 20, 2023: Susan will complete in advance of the due date. 

    - Mailing Costs: Discussion was held about possible methods to reduce postage and printing costs.  It was suggested 

that some mailings first be done by email with postal mail follow-ups.  Merri has also researched postal regulations 

and recommended that we submit an application for Non Profit bulk mailing which would reduce costs.  

AUDIT COMMITTEE REPORT:  Merri submitted the Audit Committee’s Report which was signed by all Audit 

Committee members. The audit was held by the committeee on February 8, 2023 and all finances appear satisfactory.  

This Report will be submitted to the State. 

COMMUNICATIONS: 1.) We received an email on 3/3/23 from Emily Doyle who recently moved to the old Wilmington 

post office site; she asked if there were any pictures available of the old post office building.  Karen sent her a picture 

which she greatly appreciated. 2.)  A letter was received from Lynn Maynard Scharbuch thanking Karen and WHS for 

their time and effort preserving local history. 3.) A thank you letter was sent to Dennis Keegan thanking him for his 

ongoing generosity in matching funds from the 2022/23 Annual Appeal for future building construction. 4.) A letter 

was received from Tim Haselton enclosing a photo of an oil painting Joe Williams gave him prior to the razing of the 

hotel.  

ACQUISITIONS & RESEARCH:  Merri received a request for research on the Fletcher Farm. Tim Haselton donated a 

photo of an oil painting Joe Williams gave him (see above). 

STANDING COMMITTEES: 

- Library, Museum, Historic Sites Committee: n/a 

- 2023 Planning Needs: WHS is open to researchers by appointment. Regular times: third Tuesday of each month 

10am-2pm.  Next open on March 21-Merri will coordinate.  We plan to conduct “Wilmington’s Story” book 

signings at Ausable Forks, Upper Jay and Wilmington Libraries on upcoming Saturdays.  Merri will coordinate. 

- Publication and Programs Committee: 

o Program Status for 2023: Karen reported that 3 out of 4 programs for the summer program have been 

established: “Santa’s Workshop”: 7/7/23 - 10 am; “When Men and Mountains Meet”: 8/16/23 @ 7pm; 

“Rebranding of Adirondack Wilderness as Seen Through Postcards”: possibly 7/17/23; “Prohibition” - -

TBA 

o Festival of Colors: 9/9/23 

o Whiskey Run & Festival: 6/17/23 

o Social Media Statistics for February 2023: INSTAGRAM: 47.4% more accounts engaged in February vs. 

January, Instagram accounts reached: 288, accounts engaged: 59, total Instagram followers: 222 (up 

7.2% from last month); FACEBOOK: post reach: 30,827, post engagement: 6492, new page likes: 55; 

WHS WEBSITE: 1351 visitors, First timers: 15, average of 3 page views per visitor.  Kudos to Rosemary 

Vargas for her social media efforts! 

o 1 year membership certificates being given to new Wilmington residents at the Wilmington Community 

Dinner on 3/22/23. 

- Membership and Nominations Committee: 

o 2023 Membership Brochure status: The new membership brochures were sent out on 2/14/23 and 

distributed to Board members during this meeting. Since the last meeting, 21 memberships have been 

received. Current total for 22/23: 52. 

o Website membership and payments  

OLD BUSINESS: 



Fundraising Committee: Linda reported on the status of the Whiskey Run 5&10K (June17, 2023): Several race 

applications have been received already. Jess Ano will coordinate volunteers again. T-shirt design and colors 

will be selected this month; letters to residents along the course regarding race day are being drawn up and 

businesses are being solicited for donations. 

Wilmington Citizen of the Year Award: This honor is being awarded to Wilmington Historical Society with 

special focus on Judy Lawrence; it will be presented at the 3/22/23 Wilmington Community Dinner. All Board 

members will be attending. 

NYS Council on the Arts application status: No new information 

Generous Acts Grant application status: No new information 

Training for Trustees: Karen noted that there is training available online and via webinars and encouraged 

Trustees to participate. 

Winter FISU World University Games: January 2023 in Lake Placid: Thanks to all the volunteers who 

volunteered on behalf of WHS; WHS earned $6600 through this volunteer opportunity. 

Jay Community Newsletter: Inadvertently, our usual annual donation to the JCN (which publishes a significant 

amount of information for WHS) wasn’t sent last year. This will be rectified by sending a donation now and 

one again in the fall. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

ECAC Grant Application (for programming): Karen is submitting the application by the deadline of 3/15/23. 

Volunteer Recognition Get-Together: Linda and Laurie are scheduled to meet next week to discuss. 

Donations to WHS: 2- 50 inch high resolution TV monitors have been donated for WHS use; one will be placed 

in the WHS area in the Community Building and one will go to the Town for meeting use.  A rolling TV stand 

will be ordered for the monitor downstairs 

ADJOURNMENT: Gil made a motion to adjourn the meeting; seconded by Susan. The meeting was adjourned at 

8:48pm. The next meeting will be 4/5/23.  Future meetings: 5/3, 6/7 (Annual Meeting), 7/5/, 8/16, 9/6, 10/4, 11/8, 

12/6 (if needed) 

 

     Respectfully submitted, 

     Laurie George, Secretary 


