WILMINGTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEETING
WILMINGTON COMMUNITY CENTER

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 5, 2023- 6:30 pm

ATTENDANCE/INTRODUCTIONS: In attendance were: Karen Peters, Nancy Cressey, Judy Lawrence,
Guy Stephenson, Merri Peck, Laurie George and Barbara Mulvey. The Country Bear provided
refreshments.

OPEN DISCUSSION: “Bicentennial Celebration Reflections”: Karen led a discussion utilizing photos and
video highlighting 2022 Wilmington Bicentennial activities and events including the NYS Resolution,
Whiskey Run & Festival, Summer Series speakers, summer concert, parade, Wilmington Day, & the
time capsule.

The business meeting commenced at 7:20 pm.

SECRETARY’S REPORT: The 3/8/23 Secretary’s Report was reviewed. Guy made a motion to accept
the report; seconded by Nancy. All approved.

TREASURER’S REPORT: In the Treasurer’s absence, Karen led the review/discussion of the March 1-
March 31, 2023 Treasurer’s Report submitted by Susan Albert. The 3/31/23 balances are as follows:

Operating Fund: $ 4,364.21
Building Fund Transfer Account: S 128.00
Zachay Memorial Fund: S 2,000.00

Keegan Memorial Building Constr. Fund MM Acct: $177,192.20

Mountain Valley FCU Savings Account: S 100.59
Mountain Valley FCU 12 month CD: $ 6,553.35
Petty Cash Fund: $ 126.50

Adirondack Foundation Account (market fluctuates) $ 45,076.45
TOTAL OF ALL ACCOUNTS: $ 235, 541.30

During review of the Treasurer’s Report, we had several unanswered questions so the vote to
approve the Treasurer’s Report was tabled pending further clarification from Susan. We will re-review
the March 2023 Report at the next meeting.

-Status of Annual Appeal: As of 3/31/23, there were 54 donors with $8810.00 total donations
received.

-IRS Form 990: Susan met with H&R Block on 3/21/23 to prepare and file the annual Char 500
annual registration and Federal 990 Income Tax forms. The IRS has not yet finalized the 990 form, and
Susan will meet again with H&R Block to finalize the two returns to be filed.



-NYS Sales Tax: Our NYS Sales Tax return was filed and paid on March 14, in advance of the
3/20 due date.

-“PayPal Here” Mobile Credit Card Reader: “PayPal Here” (which we currently use for
merchandise sales) will no longer be supported by PayPal. There is a new device to replace it through
a partner company called Zettle; Susan purchased and has received the replacement equipment. She
will set it up and arrange for training for volunteers who man the Whiskey Run table and merchandise
sales booth.

COMMUNICATIONS: 1.) The program from the 37th annual Wilmington Community Dinner held on
3/22/23 at the Hungry Trout Restaurant was placed into our library. 2.) A thank you note was received
from Beth and Tim Rowland for our donation to the Jay Community Newsletter. 3.) Karen received a
note from Guy Stephenson regarding two Donaldson books donated by Mike Bowman.

ACQUISITIONS & RESEARCH: Two Donaldson books were recently donated to WHS by Mike Bowman.
STANDING COMMITTEES:

- Library, Museum, Historic Sites Committee: Bob and Karen Peters recently set up a donated TV
monitor on a stand (purchased by WHS) in the WHS downstairs area at the Community Center.
Fliers are being posted around the community noting WHS Library and Archives Hours (third
Tuesday of each month 10-2pm or by appointment). The plaque WHS received for the 2022
Citizen of the Year award is now on display in the WHS Library.

- Publications and Program Committee:

o Program Status for 2023: 2023 WHS “Open Discussions” are finalized and the schedule
is being posted around the community as follows: 5/3/23: “Are You a Mayflower
Descendent?”; 6/7/23: “Presidential & Governor Visits to the Wilmington Area”;
7/5/23: “Youth Camps in Wilmington”; 8/21/23: “Wilmington Legends and Lore”;
10/4/23: “Aviation in the Wilmington Area”; 11/8/23: “History of Wilmington Town
Supervisors”

o 2023 Summer Speaker Series: Friday, July 7, 2023: “Santa’s Workshop: The Early Years
(in support of Part 1 of the Adirondack Architectural Heritage “Whiteface Mountain
Highway Tour”); Monday, July 17, 2023: “The Rebranding of the American Wilderness:
The Adirondack Research Library Postcard Collection”; Wednesday, Aug. 16, 2023:
“When Men and Mountains Meet”; Monday, Aug. 28, 2023: “Bullets, Booze,
Bootleggers, and Beer: The Story of Prohibition in Northern New York”.

o WHS Facebook Page Statistics: March 2023: Followers: 1595; Post Reach: 17,362; Post
Engagement: 5586; New Page Likes: 39.

o WHS Website Statistics: March 2023: Total Visitors: 1392; First time visitors: 16; Page
Views per visitor: 4; Most visited article: 2022 Town of Wilmington’s Citizen of the Year.

o One year courtesy memberships to WHS and a copy of “Wilmington’s Story” were
provided to Wilmington newcomers at the Wilmington Community Dinner.

o Membership and Nominations Committee: Nancy reported that since our last meeting,
15 memberships have been received; one or two of those were new members. To date,
we have received 80 memberships. Discussion ensued about the possibility of
contacting lapsed members.



OLD BUSINESS:

-Fundraising Committee: Karen updated us on progress on the 6/17/23 Whiskey Run &
Festival. Plaques for the race are ordered; vendors and sponsors are receiving communications and
information; shirt design is ongoing; most Whiskey Run items have been received; advertising will be
in the Adirondack Sports newspaper; rack cards have been ordered; Rosemary Vargas will be
providing social media for the Whiskey Run Festival and Sandra Brady will be providing social media
for the Whiskey Run (separate advertising for the race vs. the festival: two different audiences);
simplified and updated the WHS website for an instant link to the race website; Julie Robards and
“Moonshine Hollow” will provide entertainment at the Festival; racers are starting to register;
additional vendors and sponsors are coming in.

-Wilmington 2022 Citizen of the Year Award: WHS was honored at the Wilmington
Community Dinner on 3/22/23. We received a lovely plaque and recognition for the many WHS
contributions to the Bicentennial celebration; special recognition was given to Judy Lawrence who
received a standing ovation at the dinner. All WHS Board of Trustees and many other members
attended the dinner; Judy was congratulated again during the meeting.

-NYS Council on the Arts Grant application status (Building): Pending: Karen noted that the
grantee will be announced sometime in April.

-Generous Acts Grant application status: Karen noted that we received the grant amounting to
$4460 for programming.

-ECAC (Essex County Arts Council) Grant application status (for programming): Karen reported
that we have not yet heard about the outcome of our application.

-Training both online and on webinars are available for Trustees: Rosemary Vargas and Karen
will be attending “Marketing Steps for Mission and Money” training.

-WHS Volunteer Get-together: Linda and Laurie met in mid-March to start planning the
volunteer appreciation event. Laurie reported that the Volunteer get-together is scheduled for
Thursday, 8/17/23 at the Town Beach during a Thursday night band event. It will be a dessert event to
recognize our many very appreciated volunteers. Invitations will be sent out closer to the date.

NEW BUSINESS:

-Lake Placid School Wilmington history program: Karen has reached out to the school to start
planning this year’s program.

-Training: Karen will be attending a webinar training on Capital Campaign Preparation.

MEETING ADJOURNED: Laurie made a motion to adjourn the meeting; seconded by Guy. All
approved. The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 pm.

NEXT MEETINGS: May 3, June 7 (Annual Meeting), July 5, August 21, Sept. 6, Oct. 4, Nov. 8, Dec. 6 (if
needed).

Respectfully submitted,

Laurie George, Secretary



