
WILMINGTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEETING 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 7, 2023 – WILMINGTON COMMUNITY CENTER – 6:30pm 

 

ATTENDANCE/INTRODUCTIONS: In attendance were: Karen Peters, Susan Albert, Nancy Cressey Barbara Mulvey, Judy 

Lawrence, Linda Joss-Dyke, Gil Dyke & Laurie George.  The Country Bear provided refreshments. 

OPEN DISCUSSION: “Presidential and Governor Visits to the Wilmington Area”.  Karen led the discussion with pictures 

and articles about various presidents and governors who visited the area. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS: The following individuals were nominated as WHS Officers: Karen Peters: 1 year term as 

President; Merri Peck: 1 year term as Vice President; Laurie George: 1 year term as Secretary; Gil Dyke: 3 year term as 

Trustee.  Written ballots were provided with no further nominations submitted.  Judy Lawrence tabulated the results 

and the full slate was elected unanimously. 

WHS ANNUAL REPORT: Postponed.  Will be completed for a mid-July mailing. 

SECRETARY’S REPORT:  The May 2023 Secretary’s Report was reviewed. Susan made a motion to approve the Report; 

seconded by Linda.  All approved. 

TREASURER’S REPORT: The Treasurer’s Report for 5/1/23-5/31/23 was submitted and reviewed.  Susan led the 

discussion. The 5/31/23 balances are as follows: 

 Operating Fund:     $    14, 360.20 

 Building Fund Transfer Account:   $          128.00 

 Zachay Memorial Account:    $       2,000.00 

 Keegan Memorial Bldg. Construction Fund (MM): $  178,132.04 

 Mountain Valley FCU Savings Account:   $          100.59 

 Mountain Valley FCU 12 month CD:   $       6,553.35 

 Petty Cash Fund:     $          126.50 

 Adirondack Foundation Acct: (fluctuates w/ market): $    46,453.18 

 TOTAL OF ALL FUNDS:     $  247,853.86 

The Operating Account increased $ 11,302 during May.  Receipts came from grants from the ADK Foundation ($4460) 

to support the upcoming Whiskey Festival and ECAC grant ($535) for the Summer Speaker Series, Whiskey Run 

sponsorships and vendor registrations, membership dues, Amazon Smile rewards and book sales.  Disbursements of 

$915 included purchase of 40 replacement reusable Whiskey Run Festival road signs, sponsor flag, advertising, 50 

additional lanyards plus the annual Charitable Organization registration, Pay Pal fees, printer usage and a prepayment 

on cell phone usage. NOTE: Deposit & withdrawal totals both included $10 bank transfers to and from our two small 

accounts to prevent non-activity fee charges. The increase in the Keegan MM Account results from an Annual Appeal 

donation plus a building donation from the Wilmington United Methodist Church and interest.  The total of all our 

accounts is up $11,887 from the May results.  Nancy made a motion to accept the May 2023 Treasurer’s Report; 

seconded by Gil.  All approved. 

    -Status of the Annual Appeal: in May, our 2022-23 Annual Appeal balance increased to $9172 from 56 donors.  

Including our FISU volunteerism funds, we currently have an additional $7712 in matching funds due from Dennis 

Keegan for the Keegan Building Fund which he has indicated is on its way. 



    -Status of IRS Form 990:  Our 2022 990-EZ tax return was e-filed to the IRS and our annual CHAR 500 registration 

was e-filed to NYS before the May 15th deadline.  Our Treasurer is strongly recommending that due to our 

accumulated assets, donations and fundraising revenue, we should start utilizing a local accountant to handle tax 

matters in the future. Her suggestion was agreed to. Karen advised that she is making some inquiries to find an 

appropriate candidate. 

     -New PayPal Zettle card reader: Susan has the new card reader and is training volunteers to utilize it for payments 

at the Whiskey Festival.  Merri is taking the lead. 

COMMUNICATIONS: Karen received an inquiry from Sally Svenson, author & researcher into Adirondack Theme Parks, 

asking for information about the 1976 re-permitting request for the Mystery Spot; this inquiry will be referred on to 

Guy Stephenson, Merri Peck & Doug Wolfe for follow up.  An inquiry was received from Jan Betters Allen about a 

Betters business card donated to the Historical Society. Communication was received back from the Wilmington 

Library about our decision not to accept their gracious offer for an antique table as we do not have the space. 

Supervisor Roy Holzer sent us information about AARCH launching the Adirondack Rural Revitalization Program; when 

Karen researched the program, it does not fund new construction as we had hoped.  A thank you was sent to the 

Thrift Shop for their donation to the Building Fund. 

ACQUISITIONS & RESEARCH: We received 4 antique chairs from the Wilmington Library which were originally owned 

by the son in law of Reuben Sanford. 

STANDING COMMITTEES: 

-Library, Museum, Historic Sites Committee: Research Day was held at our offices on 5/23.  The next Research 

Day is 6/20.  Merri will cover with back up if needed from Judy Lawrence. 

-Program Status for 2023: Karen advised that the Summer Series Programs are all scheduled as previously 

announced.  The evening programs on 7/17, 8/16 & 8/28 will all start at 7pm at the Community Center.  The 

first program is 7/7 at Santa’s Workshop (full). 

 -Facebook Statistics: May: Post Reach: 46,794; post engagement: 6781; new page likes: 36 

 -Website Statistics: May: Total Visitors: 1831; First time visitors: 25; Page Views per visitor: 3 

-Lake Placid Elementary School History Fair in collaboration with Lake Placid-North Elba Historical Society: 

June 2; 5-9: Karen advised that the 4th grade History Fair is going very well. The fair is part of a Local History 

segment and has been very well received especially by the students from Wilmington.  Local artifacts are 

shown and discussed; the students conduct research and present their findings. Karen has been our 

representative at this event. 

-Membership & Nominations Committee: As noted above, annual elections were held earlier this evening. 

Nancy advised that there are currently 93 members; 4 memberships came in during the past month. 

-Wilmington Town Newsletter: Karen submitted an article for the next Wilmington Town Newsletter which 

includes information about the Whiskey Run & Festival, the Summer Speaker Series, and history trivia 

questions. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 -Fundraising Committee: Status of Whiskey Run Festival: Linda & Karen updated us on the status of the 

6/17/23 event. To date, 222 runners have registered for the 5k & 10K. 406 running shirts are ordered for runners & 

sponsors. Sponsorships have increased & sponsor flags have been put in place at Festival Field. Both Racers Raffles 

and the regular raffles have been arranged; portapotties are ordered. A big thank you to Judy Lawrence for sending 

thank you card for the donations. PR has been arranged by Karen: Newspaper ads will go out in the Sun Community 

News and Plattsburgh Press; Press releases will go in The Adirondack Daily Enterprise and Lake Placid News. A new 



digital sign in downtown Plattsburgh will carry our ads also. We have utilized the $4470 ADK Generous Acts Grant to 

pay for Festival costs. The postcard mailings will go out 6/12.  Swag bags will include many additional goodies, and the 

bags will be put together on 6/11 at 1pm. Gil is looking into a live radio possibility; Yard signs have been put in place 

and fliers posted. We received the permit from the State to use Rt 86 for the race. 

 -NYS Council on the Arts Grant Application Status: We received word last month that we did not receive a 

2023 grant. Karen followed up and received good feedback for resubmitting an application next year. It was noted 

that we submitted an excellent application and were encouraged to resubmit next year with some specific areas to 

address. 

 -Training Available online and on webinars: Board members are encouraged to attend training. Karen has 

signed up for a couple sessions. 

 -Volunteer Get-Together: 8/17/23 at the Wilmington Town Beach during a summer concert. 

 -Post Office forms for non-profits: Merri and Karen have been working on submission of forms to reduce our 

postage costs. We are awaiting approval from USPS. 

 -Book Signing “Wilmington’s Story: The First 200 Years”: July 8, 2023 from 1-3 pm at The Bookstore Plus in 

Lake Placid.  All the authors will be there to sign copies. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 -New storage for WHS: The new Wilmington storage facility being built on Rt 86 has kindly offered a free 

10x15’ storage unit for a couple of years. As our space is currently very cramped, this offer is gratefully accepted. 

 -Americorps Volunteers: We have become aware of the possible availability of Americops Volunteers to assist 

organizations like ours with certain tasks. Karen is following up about the possibilities. 

 -Webinars available through Grant Station 

 -Cloudsplitter Foundation: this foundation offers grants to organizations; Karen is following up. 

 -Greg Pedrick, our volunteer Asst. Treasurer, has advised that he has experience reviewing grants and would 

be willing to assist with future grant writing. 

MEETING ADJOURNED: Gil made a motion to adjourn the meeting; seconded by Nancy.  All approved and the meeting 

was adjourned at 8:30pm. 

NEXT MEETINGS: July 5, August 21, Sept. 6, October 4, Nov. 8, Dec. 6 (if needed) 

        Respectfully submitted, 

 

        Laurie George, Secretary 

  

 

 

 


