
Wilmington Historical Society Meeting 

JUL 5, 2023 6:47PM 

Attendees: 

Karen Peters, Barb Mulvey, Jessica Mulvey, Doug Wolfe, Merri Peck, Tim Follos, Judy Lawrence, Susan, Nick 

Lycon, Guy Stephenson, Gil and Linda Dyke 

Open Discussion (refer to recording for more details) on Youth Camps in Wilmington.  Youth Camps discussed 

were:  

Camp Whiteface: A club for girls ages 9-14, run by the Bowman family in the 60’s.  It was located on the 

AuSable River and included horseback riding, tennis court, beach, swimming, kayaking, and more. Stories and 

pictures were shared. 

Interdenominational Camp Meeting on Hardy Rd: Started in 1905 and still continues today.   This is a religious 

family camp.  In the 1960s an emphasis was created on reaching the youth of attending families including 

family and friends.  This ministry also continues to the present time. 

Town Youth Center:  Located on Park Rd in Wilmington.  A place where our local youth can be safe to gather.  

It includes, but is not limited to, an indoor building for games and music, basketball, tennis, biking, etc. 

VBS programs of the Methodist and Nazarene Churches:  A one-week summer program for the younger 

children that includes love, snacks, outdoor sports, crafts, etc. 

Owaissa Club:  In 1920, Clara Merrill, along with her sister, Martha Brown, established the Owaissa Club for 

young people in memory of her daughter Mildred who died at a young age in a car accident. The Owaissa Club 

was built at the site of the current town beach and maintained as a youth recreation center. A small fee 

admitted residents and guests to membership. Equipment included rowboats, canoes, a “motion picture” 

machine, a player piano, a phonograph, indoor and outside fireplaces, a kitchen, and a reading room. 

BUSINESS MEETING 

• Secretaries report of June 7, 2023 was read. Motion to accept by Guy, 2nd by Linda, all in favor. 

• Treasurer’s report for June was read and reviewed by Susan. Motion to accept by Gil 2nd by Guy, all in 

favor. 

 
The treasurer’s report was presented as follows:  

Wilmington Historical Society - Treasurer's Report 
From June 1, 2023 to June 30, 2023 by Susan Albert 

   
Treasurer’s Report Comments: 

Operating account balance increased $6,464 during June.  Receipts of $12,431 came from our Whiskey 
Run and Festival proceeds including $540 cash advance for event ($12,302), plus Membership dues ($125) 
and Kindle Book Royalties ($4) during June. 
Disbursements of $6,767 included purchase of Whiskey Run shirts ($3,505), Whiskey Run/Festival 
advertising ($1,338), Festival entertainment ($800), replenishment of Cash Advance ($540) plus additional 
supplies for both events ($237) and the refund of one vendor registration ($35), plus Board webinar 
registrations ($138), our monthly printer usage ($21) and purchases of Office supplies ($90) and stamps 
($63). 



NOTES:  The replacement check for our tax prep & filing fee from May ($150) and recent Whiskey Festival 
entertainment fee ($800) were both outstanding as of 6/30.  

• Increase in Keegan MM Account of $7,748 results from an additional matching building donation from 
Dennis Keegan ($7,469), a Whiskey Run sponsorship that was deposited in the wrong account in error 
($250) plus $30 interest at 0.20% for June.      

• Our Petty Cash balance remained at $127 during June. 

• The current balance in our Adirondack Foundation account is at $46,028.  The decrease of $425 in the 
ADK Foundation to balance of results from market fluctuation in the fund.   

• Our current balances in both accounts at Mountain Valley Federal Credit Union of $6,562 for our    12-
month CD and $101 for our savings account increased slightly due our quarterly interest adjustment.  Our 
next interest credit will be applied at the end of September. 

• The total of all our accounts is $261,650 which is up $11,887 from our May month-end results primarily 
due to the increase in our matching donation from Dennis Keegan plus the Whiskey Run race registrations 
and Festival revenue we received during June.   

• Our 2022-23 Annual Appeal balance remained at $9,172 from 56 donors during June.  After the recent 
donation we received from Dennis, we currently have an additional $242 in matching funds due. 

Other comments: 

• We had received a check for membership dues from an elderly member who had mistakenly written “Family Membership” on the 
amount line of his check back in early April.  He received his Thank You letter and membership cards at that time.  Susan had mailed the 
check back to him with a note requesting a replacement check but we never received it.  The Board agreed to let it go for this year, rather 
than reach out to him again at this time.    

 
Communication 

• A thank you was sent to Dennis Keegan for a check he sent for $7468.98 
 
Summer Speaker Series 

•  “When and Mountains Meet”, Wednesday, August 16th, 7pm at the Wilmington Community Center 

with author Glenn Pearsall. In the presentation based on his second book, Mr. Pearsall includes 

extensive research on the earliest attempts to explore and develop the Adirondacks after the American 

Revolution. It is, ultimately, the story of a people and their relationship to the land. The earliest carried 

a tomahawk or musket, but after the American Revolution a new kind of people, settlers and 

businessmen, came here. Many of these efforts began with great hope and optimism. Most ended in 

despair and disappointment. Refreshments provided by Up-A-Creek Restaurant. Free and open to the 

public.  

• Bullets, Booze, Bootleggers, and Beer: The Story of Prohibition in Northern New York, Monday, August 

28th, 7 pm at the Craft Bar of NewVida Preserve located at 6394 NYS Rt.86 (former Paleface Ski Resort) 

with author Lawrence P. Gooley. Mr. Gooley, for the first time has a complete look at Prohibition in 

northern New York: the shootings, killings, wild pursuits, gunplay at levels never seen before or since, 

corrupt lawmen, scofflaws, stills, Bootleg Kings, border runners, humorous incidents, ingenious 

smuggling techniques, hundreds of speakeasies, thousands of arrest stories, and more. Free spirits 

tastings will be offered by small craft distiller, Murray’s Fools Distillery.  

• Programs are free and open to the public. Look for details on future flyers, local newspapers or on our 

website at www.wilmingtonhistoricalsociety.org 

 

• Press Releases for the Whiskey Run Festival were sent to the Enterprise, Lake Placid News, Sun 

Community News, Town of Wilmington, and the Jay News. 

 

about:blank


• The Wilmington Historical Society, in collaboration with The Lake Placid Historical Society helped the 

4th grade students of the Lake Placid Elementary School with their annual History Fair from June 5-9.  

Approximately 45 children were present and actively took part in researching local artifacts. 

 

Statistics 

• Facebook stats for June posts reached 33,643 

• Facebook post engagements reached 6,041 

• Facebook new page LIKES 53 

• Website had 2235 visitors in June! 

 

Membership 

• As of June 29, 2023, we have 95 members. 

• Memberships are renewed annually.  If you used to be a member but have let your membership drop, 

please consider joining us again! 

 

Old & New business 

• On July 8 the Wilmington Historical Society will hold a book signing at the Bookstore Plus in Lake Placid 

from 1-3pm 

 

• Festival of Colors will be held on Sept 9 from 10am – 5pm 

 

• Ironman volunteers are still welcome to join the WHS Team to help us receive our Volunteerism Grant.  

Ironman will be held on Sun July 23. 

 

• Sept 6, there will be no OPEN DISCUSSION at our regular meeting 

 

• Karen will be meeting quarterly with Kara Page from Cloud splitter re: grants. 

 

• Webinars are currently available through Grant Station, etc. 

 

• Guy spoke with our Supervisor, Roy regarding the cemeteries.  More specifically: roadwork, updating 

cemetery rules, planting, and care of the stones.  He also suggested that we should have a new session 

on how to teach others proper care and cleaning of the stones.  Guy will prepare a cemetery wish list. 

 

Merri made a motion to close the meeting. 2nd by Gil.  All in favor! 

Respectfully submitted, 

Merri C Peck (in the absence of our secretary Laurie George) 

 


