
WILMINGTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEETING 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 2023 – WILMINGTON COMMUNITY CENTER  

ATTENDEES: Karen Peters, Susan Albert, Laurie George, Linda Joss-Dyke, Gil Dyke, Merri Peck 

OPEN DISCUSSION: None this month; the next will be at the October 4th meeting. 

Karen opened the meeting at 6:50 pm. 

SECRETARY’S REPORT: The 8/21/23 Secretary’s Report was reviewed; one correction was made 

regarding the amount in the Mtn. Valley FCU Savings Acct which should be $100.72.  Linda made a 

motion to accept the report as corrected; seconded by Merri.  All approved. 

TREASURER’S REPORT: Susan distributed and commented on the Aug. 1-Aug. 31, 2023 Treasurer’s 

Report. 8/31/23 WHS bank balances are: 

 Operating Account:       $      16, 825.12 

 Bldg. Fund Transfer Account:      $            128.00 

 Zachay Memorial Account:      $         2,000.00 

 Keegan Mem. Bldg. Construction Fund MM Account:   $    186,097.17 

 Mtn. Valley FCU Savings Account:     $            100.72 

 Mtn. Valley FCU 12 month CD:      $        6,565.30 

 Petty Cash Fund:       $            333.28 

 Adirondack Foundation Account:     $      49,014.86 

 TOTAL OF ALL ACCOUNTS:      $    261,064.45 

 The Operating Account decreased during August. Receipts included raffle ticket sales and 

membership dues.  An additional deposit of $382 from donations and membership dues missed the 

bank cutoff for August and will be included next month.  Disbursements included Summer Series 

honorarium, renewal of Grant Station membership, plastic bins for the new storage unit, stamps & 

office supplies, Whiskey Run/Festival sign, Visitor Bureau dues paid, a webinar registration, printer 

usage, Facebook advertising & Pay Pal fees.  The increase in the Keegan MM Fund is due to interest;  

the MM rate increased from .25% to 1.75%. Petty cash increased from donations and raffle ticket 

sales.  The additional funds in Petty Cash will cover our cash needs for the Festival of Colors. The 

Adirondack Fund increased due to market fluctuation.  Total of all accounts is up $385.  Laurie made a 

motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report; seconded by Gil.  All approved. 

     The 2022-23 Annual Appeal balance remains the same as last month, about $200 ahead of last 

year.  

    This month Susan searched for a better secure growth return on our investments. NBT Bank is 

offering a 5 month CD rate of 5%.  After discussion, Laurie made a motion to move $150,000 into such 

an account; seconded by Gil.  All approved.  Susan will transfer the money. 



COMMUNICATIONS:  Thank you letters were written to: 1.) Brandon & Andrea Montag of Nice Guy 

Self Storage in Wilmington for letting WHS use one of their storage units at no cost. 2.) Glenn Pearsall 

for his 8/16/23 Summer Series presentation “When Men & Mountains Meet” 3.) Lawrence Gooley for 

his 8/28/23 Summer Series presentation “Bullets, Booze, Bootleggers & Beer: The Story of Prohibition 

in the North Country” 4.) Rick Vidal of New Vida Preserve in Wilmington for allowing WHS to use their 

venue for the 8/28/23 Summer Series and for their much appreciated assistance and collaboration 5.) 

Sarah Callan Beach of Murray’s Fools Distilling Co. for their participation in our Summer Series 

presentation on Prohibition in Northern New York 6.) Stewarts Shops, both Corporate & the local 

Ausable Forks shop, for their ice cream sundae/drinks donation for our August Volunteer Appreciation 

event. 

ACQUISITIONS & RESEARCH: We purchased the Lawrence Gooley book “Bullets, Booze, Bootleggers & 

Beer: The Story of Prohibition in Northern NY” for the research library. Assemblyman Billy Jones 

donated a laminated copy of the Lake Placid News article regarding WHS participation in the Lake 

Placid 4th grade History Fair in June.  Doug Wolfe is offering to donate a 1938 Otis Elevator part from 

Whiteface Mtn. Additional information will be sought.  Guy Stephenson has been doing research on 

the Preston Family and Karen & Merri are doing research on the Paul Patridge Family and the 

Hathaway Family. 

STANDING COMMITTEES: 

 -Library, Museum, Historic Sites Committee: No new information. 

 -Publications and Programs Committee: 

  *Program Status for 2023: The last presentation for the 2023 Summer Speaker Series 

(Bullets, Booze, Bootleggers & Beer: The Story of Prohibition in the North Country) was held on 

8/28/23 at New Vida Preserve.  Spirit tasting was simultaneously offered by Murray’s Fools Distilling 

Company. This program was one of our best attended ever (75).  Overall the Summer Series was a 

huge success and many new people attended. 

  *Facebook Statistics for August: Followers: 1771; Reach: 13,900; Interactions: 750; 

New followers: 18 

  *Website Statistics: 1841 visitors in August; First time visitors: 27; page views per 

customer: 3 

  *Annual Report/Newsletter: The Annual Report is almost ready for publication & 

distribution. 

  *Legends & Lore: The William G. Pomeroy grant is open for application.  Discussion 

was held about applying for a Legends & Lore historical marker re Esther of Esther Mountain.  The 

grant application is due 10/13. 

 -Membership & Nominations Committee: There are currently 143 members. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 -Fundraising Committee: The Gift Card Basket Raffle sales are going well.  The drawing will be 

at 4 pm at the Festival of Colors on 9/9/23. 



 -Ironman Volunteers for WHS Team for Volunteerism Grant: We still have not received the 

volunteerism grant monies; Karen will follow up again. 

 -Post Office Form for non-profits: Merri completed the entire packet of required documents 

and gave it to Karen for signature of the local postmaster. Upon signature, the entire packet will be 

mailed in for Post Office approval. 

 -“Wilmington’s Story”: An author book signing will be held at the Wilmington Festival of 

Colors on 9/9/23 from 1-3pm. 

 -Festival of Colors: 9/9/23 at Festival Field: 10-5pm. Discussion was held about set up of our 

displays in half of the Pavilion, coverage at the event, supply needs, raffle ticket sales, sales of our 

merchandise, etc. 

 -Self Storage Unit at Nice Guy Self Storage: We have started putting WHS equipment and 

supplies in our new 10x20 foot storage unit.  Karen supplied a list of all the equipment in the unit and 

distributed the location and entry code to Board members.  Doug Wolfe provided shelving units and 

plastic storage bins were purchased. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 -Mission Statement Revision: We feel that our Mission Statement needs to be 

updated/revised to demonstrate the full scope of our purpose. Karen shared an article about how to 

write a Mission Statement. There was a full discussion about recommended changes and a draft 

statement was designed.  Further review of the draft will be done at next month’s meeting.  We also 

will be working on a Vision Statement. 

Laurie made a motion to adjourn the meeting; seconded by Susan.  All approved.  The meeting was 

adjourned at 8:15 pm. 

 

      Respectfully submitted, 

 

      Laurie George, Secretary 

 

 

       

 

  


