
WILMINGTON HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEETING 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2023 – WILMINGTON COMMUNITY CENTER – 6:30 PM 

 

ATTENDEES: Karen Peters, Laurie George, Judy Lawrence, Guy Stephenson, Nancy & Bob Cressey, Linda Joss-Dyke, Gil 

Dyke, Jim Catalano, Lesley Cadman, Terry Politi, Merri Peck & Susan Albert.  

OPEN DISCUSSION: “Aviation in the Wilmington Area”. The discussion, supplemented by photos, newspaper articles 

and memories, was led by Karen with input from others attending.  Wilmington airports, airplane crashes & airplane 

service were discussed in detail.  

Refreshments were provided by the Country Bear Bakery. 

SECRETARY’S REPORT: The minutes from the 9/6/23 WHS Meeting were reviewed. Susan made a motion to accept 

the minutes; seconded by Gil.  All approved. 

TREASURER’S REPORT: Susan distributed and reviewed the September 1-30, 2023 Treasurer’s Report. September 30, 

2023 bank balances are: 

 Operating Account:      $     7,307.27 

 Bldg. Fund Transfer Account:     $        128.00 

 Zachay Memorial Account:     $    2,000.00 

 Keegan Memorial Bldg. Construction Fund MM Acct:  $  36,681.68 

 Mtn. Valley FCU Savings Acct:     $       100.85 

 Mtn. Valley FCU 12 month CD:     $    6,573.93 

 NBT Bank 5 month CD #1: 5.05% interest   $  14,500.00 

 NBT Bank 5 month CD #2: 5.05% interest   $ 150,000.00 

 Petty Cash Fund:      $        101.50 

 Adirondack Foundation Account: (market fluctuations)  $  49,986.65 

 TOTAL OF ALL ACCOUNTS:     $ 267,379.88 

 TOTAL OF ALL BLDG. CONSTRUCTION FUND ACCTS:  $ 207,755.61 

     The Operating Account balance decreased by $9518 during September.  Receipts included membership dues, 

Volunteerism Grant from Ironman Foundation, raffle ticket sales at Festival of Colors (FOC), local grant from Town of 

Wilmington, cash repayment from Petty Cash, Building Fund donations paid with dues, books, Whiskey Run 

merchandise sold at FOC, open donations, a Staples refund and book royalties.  Disbursements included the transfer 

of most of the Whiskey Run festival proceeds to our MM account, office supplies, a webinar registration, printer 

usage, PayPal fees and postage.  The decrease in the Keegan MM Account of $149,415 results from the transfer of 

$150,000 to a high yield 5 month CD (plus donations, a matching donation from Dennis Keegan and interest).  The 

transfer of 2023 Whiskey Run Festival proceeds from the Operating Account was immediately transferred out to 

purchase a new high interest CD.  We opened two new 5 month high interest CD’s at NBT Bank with most of the 

proceeds from our Whiskey Run Festival ($14,500) into one CD and the bulk of our building construction fund account 

balance ($150,000) into the other.  Adirondack Foundation Account increased due to market fluctuations.  The total of 

all our accounts is $267,380, up $6315 from August.  The total of all our building construction funds is now $207,756, 



up $15,093 from last month. Laurie made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report; seconded by Nancy.  All 

approved. 

     Our 2022-2023 Annual Appeal balance increased to $9429 from 58 donors through September, about $200 ahead 

of this time last year.  We currently have $17, 592 in matching Annual Appeal and Fundraising income due from 

Dennis Keegan. 

     Susan will transfer the remaining Whiskey Run Festival proceeds ($1700) and annual gift card basket raffle income 

($1130) to our Building Construction Fund MM Account this month. 

     Facebook Donations: Meta recently changed the Facebook policy for donations received through our Facebook 

Fundraising Account.  Effective 10/31/23, those payments will come through our PayPal Giving Fund account instead 

of a direct payment from Facebook. 

COMMUNICATIONS: Correspondence was received from Priscilla Partridge who is researching Lewis & Phebe Austin 

Partridge and their children who were left as orphans in Wilmington around 1810. Susan Hughes, Arts Administrator 

of Essex County Arts Council, wrote asking for photos of our Summer Speaker Series which was funded by the Council; 

photos and fliers were sent to her.  Karen followed up with Ironman Foundation regarding additional grants they 

sponsor and submitted a significant amount of information and photos of WHS Ironman volunteerism; however, it 

appears that none of their grants fit our situation.  Correspondence has been sent to the Lake Placid North Elba 

Historical Society regarding our offer to pay for our share of costs for the joint 4th grade 2023 History Fair. A get well 

card has been sent on behalf of WHS to Rhoda Morrisroe.  Karen has been in communication with Eileen Mowrey-

Floss of ROOST to set up a meeting to discuss how ROOST can support WHS plans to build our new building to support 

our mission. There was follow up regarding the possibility of submission of proposals for youth grants noted in the Jay 

Community Newsletter.  Karen also noted that she will write a request for funding Joe Ferranini to demonstrate 

gravestone restoration work. A flier congratulating Coco Dunmire of Wilmington who won the 2023 WHS Gift Card 

Basket Raffle was submitted on social media. 

ACQUISITIONS & RESEARCH:  Karen exhibited horsehair saddlebags (donated by Richard Lawrence a couple years ago) 

that have been restored.  Research requests received: Deb Richardson on the Richardson Family; Suzanne Vincent on 

the Washburn Family; John T. Urban on the Cooper Family.  Merri is following up these requests. 

STANDING COMMITTEES: 

 -Library, Museum, Historic Sites Committee: 10/16 is the next scheduled WHS library research day; Merri will 

cover if possible.  Merri noted that the library continues to need organizing. 

 -Publications & Programs Committee:   

*Program Status: The 2023 Programs have all been completed.  Karen indicated that we will be 

discussing and determining programs for next year soon. 

*Facebook Stats for September: Followers: 2783; Reach: 8997; Interactions: 699; New followers: 12 

*Website Stats for September: Unavailable at this time due to technical issues. 

*Annual Report/Newsletter Status: 200 copies of The Annual Report were recently sent out; we will 

need more for next year as additional copies had to be made. 

*Disclaimer for election group publicity (non-affiliation): Karen has received several inquiries 

(including from the press) seeking information about the “Wilmington Preservation Society” from publicity 

sent out by that organization. WHS sent out the following disclaimer via social media and the Jay Community 

News on 9/14/23: “BY LAW a non-profit Historical Society cannot have any political connections nor support 

any candidates for political office. Therefore, we need to clarify that the Wilmington Historical Society has no 



affiliation with the Wilmington Preservation Society which we have recently asked to make such a disclaimer 

on all their publicity.” 

*Legends & Lore-William G. Pomeroy grant open for applications: We have not submitted an 

application this year. 

*Additional educational posters needed: Karen advised that we need to create more educational 

posters for future events.  Karen and Judy are working on this. 

-  Membership & Nominations Committee: Nancy advised that the 2023 WHS membership is approximately 

178. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

- Fundraising Committee: Linda is still working on the total financial outcome of the 2023 Gift Card Basket 

Raffle won by Coco Dunmire. 

- 2023 Ironman Volunteerism Grant: we recently received $1600 for providing volunteers for Ironman. 

- Post Office Application Form for Non-Profits to reduce mailing costs: We recently received confirmation of 

approval from the Postal Service.  We need to notify the local post office and the Town of Wilmington as 

we will be under their permit. 

- Festival of Colors: The 9/9/23 event held at Festival Field was a resounding success. Our educational and 

informational displays reached a large number of attendees and fundraising/sales went very well. 

- Self-Storage Unit: The new unit now has most of our gear stored in it; Karen has a list of all the equipment 

there and Linda will be organizing.  

- Wilmington 6th Annual Trunk or Treat: 10/29/23 4-6pm at the KOA Holiday: Jess Ano is once again 

organizing the WHS spot at this event. We will reimburse her for the Halloween candy costs. 

- Annual Appeal Letter: Karen & Merri will be working on it. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

-  Mission & Vision Statement Revision: We continue to work on revisions of both the Mission and Vision 

Statements. 

- Webinars available: Grant Station Webinar : “Developing Project Budgets That Make Sense” 

MEETING ADJOURNED: Linda made a motion to adjourn the meeting; seconded by Susan.  All approved. The meeting 

was adjourned at 8:52 pm. 

FUTURE 2023 MEETINGS: 11/8/23; 12/6/23 (if needed) 

     Respectfully submitted, 

 

     Laurie George, Secretary 

       

 

 

 


