Wilmington Historical Society
Minutes of Meeting
Wednesday, November 15, 2023
Wilmington Community Center

OPEN DISCUSSION began at 6:30. The topic for this evening was “History of Wilmington Town Supervisors” The
discussion was recorded for the archives. Karen led the discussion starting with the names and number of
Supervisors that have held office since 1822. She then shared articles and photos from our archives of the
Supervisors during their years of service. The attendees shared anecdotes about various Supervisors.

Refreshments were provided by the country Bear Restaurant and Bakery.

Attendees:_ Susan Albert, Nancy Cressey, Lauren Riehs, Guy Stevenson, Favor Smith, Barbara Mulvey, Judy Lawrence,
Ciel Stephenson, Linda Joss-Dyke, Gilbert Dyke, and Karen Peters. The program ended at 7:25pm.

THE REGULAR MEETING was called to order by Karen Peters at 7:35pm.

Attendees:_ Susan Albert, Nancy Cressey, Guy Stevenson, Judy Lawrence, Linda Joss-Dyke, Gilbert Dyke, and Karen
Peters

The Secretary’s Report: Minutes of the October 4, 2023, meeting was distributed. Gil Dyke moved to accept the report.
Guy Stephenson seconded. The motion passed.

Treasurer’s Report: the report was presented by Treasurer Sue Albert.

WHS Bank Balances as of October 30, 2023

Operating Account $ 3732.09
Building Fund Transfer Account $ 128.00
Zachay Memorial Foundation $ 2,000.00
Keegan Memorial Account $ 40,363.21
Mountain Valley FCU Savings $ 100.85
Mountain Valley FCU CD $ 6573.93
NBT 5mo/CD#1/5.05% $ 14,560.18
NBT 5mo/CD#2/5.05% $ 150.622.30

Checking Account Detail
Opening Balance (9/29/23) $ 7307.27

Ending Balance (10/31/23) $ 3732.09 Nancy Cressey moved to accept the report, Gil Dyke
seconded. The motion passed. Sue Albert will work on the 2024 budget figures and will present it when completed.

Treasurer’s Report Comments:

e Operating account balance decreased $3,575 during October. Receipts of $315 were all from Membership dues
(6).

e Disbursements of $4,113 included transfers to our Money Market account for the balance to our Whiskey Run
Festival proceeds ($1,700), GC Raffle proceeds ($1,130), and Sept. building donations ($150). Other payments
included printing of annual report & newsletter ($392), Office supplies ($157), Postage ($132), Jay Community News
appreciation donation ($100), Halloween Trunk or Treat booth ($73), Essex County Arts Council membership ($50),
acquisition of a book about the history of ADK Bootleggers for our library ($36) and advance on prepaid phone
charges ($23). There was also an extra $170 transferred to MM account in error and reversed back to Operating
account in November.



e Increase in Keegan MM Acct of $3,682 results from transfers to Building Fund from Operating Acct. totaling
$3,150, annual appeal donation received ($500), plus October interest ($32) at 1.00%, down from 1.75% rate in
August due to reduced balance in our account.

e Mountain Valley Credit Union account balances remained the same as interest is credited quarterly. The
account balances will be updated in December.

e Our 2 new 5 mo. high interest CD's earmarked for our Building Fund at NBT Bank increased a combined $683
in October.

e Petty Cash balance remained at $102 during October.
e Adirondack Foundation Account decreased by $1,906 to a balance of $48,081 due to market fluctuation.

e The total of all our accounts is $266,263 which is down $1,117 from our September month-end results primarily
due to the market fluctuation in our ADK Foundation account.

e The total of all our Building Construction Account funds is now $212,120 up $4,364 from the prior month.

e Our 2022-23 Annual Appeal closed with a balance through October of $9,929 from 58 donors which was about $700
ahead of last year’s appeal. We currently have $18,092 in matching Annual Appeal and Fundraising income due from
Dennis Keegan.

Other comments:

It’s time for us to develop our 2024 Operating Budget. | have created a preliminary budget which will be updated with

November income and expenditures plus projected December transactions. The updated budget will be distributed to the

Board in early December for review and comments.

COMMUNICATIONS:
Karen Peters shared a list of e-mails, thank you notes, letters and announcements received since the last meeting.

-Diane Furtaw contacted Karen and shared Winch family genealogy. Karen asked if Diane would like to be put in contact
with Nancy McNabb who also has Winch family information to share. Karen thanked Diane for the contact and offer of a
copy of Oliver Winch’s book.

-Priscilla Partridge contacted Karen and shared about her visit to Wilmington this summer. She used her membership card
to enjoy the view at the top of Whiteface Mountain. She has been researching Lewis and Phebe Austin Partridge and their
children who were left as orphans in Wilmington around 1810. She will send a copy of her article on the family.

-Karen received a one-year membership to AARCH as a thank you for partnering with the organization to provide the
Tour of Santa’s Workshop Program.

-Karen responded to Pam Finch’s request of magazine articles and photos about the History of the North Pole from 2006.
-Karen sent a donation to the Jay Community News and received a thank you from Beth and Jim.

-The WHS received a donation from the Wilmington Thrift Shop and Karen sent them a thankyou note.

-Karen sent membership dues to the Essex County Arts Council. They are supporters of our programs and events.

-Meri Carol Peck responded to Suzanne Vincent’s request for information on research the Washburn family.

-Sally Svenson contacted Karen to see if WHS had information on the ADK Seminole Indian Village attraction that was
in Wilmington. Karen sent a picture of the totem pole that was part of the exhibit and is now owned by a local resident.
She enclosed several news articles.

-Karen thanked Kit and Jud Smith for helping her on a grant application which could benefit the WHS.

-Karen responded to Stephan Longmire’s inquiry about logging in Wilmington. He requested photos and information for
his article for publication for the AuSable River Association this fall. Karen supplied several sources and photos.

-Karen contacted Aurora Pfaff at ROOST to provide her with history resources on aviation in Wilmington. She also
recommended contacting Jim Catalano who owns an airport on Haselton Road. She also provided some written history
and pictures.

-Karen sent a thank you note ant the requested statistics from our website.



ACQUISITIONS AND RESEARCH:

-Craig MacDonald wishes to present the book Wilmington of the Adirondacks, a Brief History. It includes historical facts
from the 1700’s.

-Nancy McNabb donated several North Pole post cards to the WHS collection.
STANDING COMMITTEES:

LIBRARY, MUSEUM AND HISTORIC SITES COMMITTEE:

-The next scheduled WHS Library research day will be November___ .
-Merri and Marisol worked on the WHS website cemetery records.

-Guy Stephenson inquired about current funding for cemetery repairs.
PROGRAMS:

-Karen is working on the list of programs for the 2024 calendar of events.

-Facebook numbers for the past month were: 1802, followers, 21New and reached 13,996. Interactions: 4045, up +16.

ANNUAL APPEAL.:

Letters and envelopes have been mailed. Karen thanked Ellie McAvoy, Judy Lawrence, and Barbara Mulvey for
preparing the mailing. “Giving Tuesday” is November 28, 2023.

MEMBERSHIP:
Total membership as of this month 189.
OLD BUSINESS:

1-Whiskey Run 2024 will be on June 15, 2024. The committee will meet after the new year. Any volunteers who wish to
join the committee should contact Linda Joss-Dyke or Karen Peters at the WHS website,
(info@wilmingtonhistoricalsociety.org)

2-Linda will complete the storage unit labels and master plan.

3-The Ironman Foundation donation of $200 was sent to Karen and she will deposit it.
4-Karen wishes to thank Jess Ano for setting up and running the “Trunk or Treat” booth.
5-Karen and Sue are working on the funding grant application due January 11, 2023.

6-Karen announced that Sam Haselton has sold the lumber business and that the new owner indicated he will work with
the WHS on our building project.

7-Completing the revision of our mission statement was tabled until the next meeting. Webinars are available for training
officers and trustees. Karen encouraged participation.

ADJOURNMENT:
Guy Stephenson moved to adjourn the meeting. Gil Dyke seconded. The meeting was adjourned at 8:35 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Linda Joss-Dyke, Trustee (in absence of secretary Laurie George)
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