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Message from the President--- Our Impact Near and Far 

When Lauren Garfield from ORDA at Whiteface made an appointment with the Wilmington 
Historical Society this past spring, I don’t think she originally understood the impact that the 
Wilmington Historical Society archives and collections could have on their Whiteface Memorial 
Highway history interpretation project. She asked if we happened to have any photos, film or artifacts 
that would assist in telling the story of the construction of the Whiteface Memorial Highway.  My 
response was, “Sure, let’s make an appointment.” She brought three other ORDA members with her 
on the appointed date, and as I showed them what we had, the responses were almost audible gasps as 
they looked at the old photos and film over my shoulder. Expressions of, “Cool!” “Wow!” “Look at 
that!” were uttered more than once.  They were amazed at our collection of Real Photo Postcard 
construction photos and others, a digital copy of the film of the Inauguration of the Whiteface 
Memorial Highway on September 11, 1929 with then-governor Franklin D Roosevelt, an original 
design contest entry (not the winner) for the Memorial at the top of the mountain, brochures and 
other ephemera, artifacts and more. We were more than happy to share--- that is our job, after all! 

We often have a significant impact for authors as well. This past year, for example, we assisted author 
Aurora Pfaff with her book, Aviation in theAdirondacks and author Sally Svenson with her book, 
Adirondack Photographers 1850-1950, both becoming the focus of 2 of our Summer Speakers Series talks. 
We continue to assist people near and far in genealogical research, most often with the genealogical 
works by Harold Hinds, Jr’s Transcribed Serial Records of Wilmington, Essex County, NY (23 volumes).  In 
addition, our own published books, Wilmington and the Whiteface Region and Wilmington’s Story: The First 
200 Years are still available to assist in interpreting the history of our town, region, state and country. 
Of course, none of this good work would be possible without the important donations of photos, 
ephemera, and artifacts from our townspeople, patrons, and others who value our history to preserve 
and enable us to in turn share with others. Many thanks to all who help to share our story--- your 
impact is much greater than you think!

Wilmington’s Story—The First 200 Years by the Wilmington Historical Society, 
published 2022, attempts to capture the details of Wilmington’s journey through time, 
with memories, photos and surprises for everyone in a bicentennial timeline. 44 
pages. $10.00. Available at Wilmington Historical Society’s online shop 
at www.wilmingtonhistoricalsociety.org  Choose pick-up or ship.  10% discount for 
current Wilmington Historical Society members. Purchase also available at town-
wide or historical society events, or on Amazon.com .
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Annual Gift Card Basket Raffle- a Drawing & a Winner!

The Wilmington Historical Society is thrilled to announce that it 
has received a grant in the amount of $697,000 from the New York State Council on the Arts (NYSCA) for 
construction of a new building to preserve and showcase Wilmington and Whiteface Region history and 
culture.  This project will expand the accessibility and the sustainability of our unique Whiteface and area 
Adirondack history, help grow the local economy and provide another local visitor destination. This grant 
puts the estimated $1.7 million project within a much closer reach, with over $250,000 already in the 
building fund in the bank and further fundraising in the near future to fully fund the project. 

With NYSCA support, the Wilmington Historical Society will build the Whiteface Region’s first history 
and cultural interpretive center on land we already own on NYS Route 86 in Wilmington. As stewards of 
the past we will be consolidating resources from disparate areas into one safe, secure area. The ADA 
compliant physical building will be of a timeless Arts & Crafts Adirondack style commensurate with other 
architecture of the area. Other features include a display and lecture room, genealogical and research library 
with office space, fireproof archival storage room, kitchenette, 2 handicap accessible restrooms, sprinkler 
system, heat pump and solar for utilities and parking for 24 cars. 

Our mission is to preserve and interpret the documents, photographs and artifacts that enable us to engage, 
educate and share with residents and visitors the unique stories and local cultures of Wilmington, the 
Whiteface Mountain Region and the greater Adirondack Community. We plan on making our building an 
accessible community meeting space, as well. With many thanks to the New York State Council on the 
Arts, our dream is now becoming much closer to reality!

The Wilmington Historical Society History Center construction project is made possible by the New York State Council 
on the Arts with the support of the Office of the Governor and the New York State Legislature. 

Wilmington Historical Society 
Receives $697,000 Construction Grant!

WHS Member Judy Lawrence looks on as 
Wilmington Town Supervisor Favor Smith draws 
the winning ticket on Friday, November 1st… 
…and the winner is: 
future Wilmington resident, Kristina Watson! 
Winning ticket # 20037!And many thanks to 
everyone who supported the Wilmington Historical 
Society in this annual fundraising effort.

Open discussions for 2024 
We had a very good year of Open Discussions in 2024 with about 100 persons participating in-person or on 
Zoom.  Open discussions meetings on local historical topics are in-person, with a Zoom option, generally 
the first Wednesday of each month, unless otherwise stated. We invite people to take part, share photos, 
information, or just listen! Our topics for 2024 included: “Steinhoff ’s History”, “Wilmington Beach 
History”, “Markhamville (Haselton)”, “Extreme Area Weather”, “Whiteface Highway”, 
“Wilmington Roads”, and “Area Adirondack Guides.”  
 Refreshments are provided by the Country Bear Bakery. 
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Keegan Memorial 
History Building 
Construction Fund 
was opened in January 
2018 with a generous 
donation from Dennis 
Keegan.  This fund 
enabled the Wilmington 
Historical Society to 
purchase land and to fund 
the costs required to 
prepare for the 
construction of our new 
building.  The balance in 
our Building Construction 
Fund as of June 30, 2024 
sat at $251,992.  

We thank the following 
donors who contributed to 
this fund in response to 
our 2022-2023 Annual 

$10,000 - $25,000 
Dennis Keegan 

$1,000 - $4,999 
Gil and Linda Joss-Dyke 
Anonymous 

            $500 - $999 
Sam Haselton 
Harold E. & Elizabeth J.      
      Hinds 
Karen & Bob Peters 
Carl Sturges 
Whiteface Community  
     United Methodist Church 

           
$250 - $499 

Jim & Jackie Girardin 
Little Supermarket 

$100 - $249 
Adirondack Architectural 
       Heritage 
Susan & Steve Albert 
Mary Elizabeth Alexander 
        IMO Arlo & Mary    
        Pardee 
Kevin & Kate Casler 
Stephen Connor 
        IMO Eva Connor 

Volunteers  
We have the good fortune of 
having many wonderful 
volunteers in many areas of 
expertise who have freely given 
of their time and services to 
help advance the mission of the 
Wilmington Historical 
Society--- 65 volunteers with 
an incredible 4,324 volunteer 
hours in 2023! As a token of 
our appreciation, we have 
instituted a Volunteer 
Appreciation Event in the form 
of an Ice Cream Social on an evening that coincides with Wilmington’s 
Summer Concert Series, an evening of fun for our hard workers! If you 
would like to volunteer, please contact us! 

Building Project--- The new community space in  
                                            Wilmington moving forward           
We have been working steadily to come closer to our goal of 
constructing a new building in which to house our collections, 
provide a research library, display local historical artifacts, create 
a historical tourist destination and provide program space for 
the community. We thank our benefactor, Dennis Keegan, who 
purchased our land on Route 86 in Wilmington, and for his 
many other monetary donations including his practice of 
continuing to MATCH any funds we raise.  The current balance 
in the Ruth and Thomas Keegan Memorial History Center 
construction funds, is over $250,000. We have not yet included 
the money for the 2023 Whiskey Run, since we are just now 
finalizing the balances on that fundraiser. 

We continue to research and seek capital grants to aid in the 
financing, as noted in the announcement of the New York State 
Council on the Arts Grant of $697,000.  If you would like to 
make a tax-deductible donation to the history center 
construction fund, please send a check to Wilmington 
Historical Society, PO Box 174, Wilmington, NY 12997, memo 
building construction fund, or go to 
www.wilmingtonhistoricalsociety.org to donate to the building 
fund as one-time, monthly or annual donation.  Your gifts may 
be tax deductible. Keep in mind that this kind of donation is 
also a great way to memorialize or honor a loved one. Please also 
keep in mind donations using any RMD (Required Minimum 
Distribution) funds you need to take on an annual basis.  
Planned giving through your will, trust or estate plan is also an 
option for giving (consult your financial advisor). Thank YOU, 
our members and friends, for all your support. Together, we will 
create a new history-centered community space in Wilmington! 



 Essex County Arts Council Cultural 
Assistance Program Grant 

We are pleased to announce that the Essex 
County Arts Council  awarded a Cultural 
Assistance Program (CAP) Grant for 2024 in 
the amount of $400 to the Wilmington 
Historical Society for our 2024 Summer 
Speaker Series. We thank the ECAC and the 
Essex County Board of Supervisors for their 
support for our programs. 
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Herb & Ginny Crispell 
James & Caroline Dawson 
Gil & Linda Joss-Dyke 
        IMO Jeffrey Marshall 
John Fey 
David Gettens 
Edward Griffin 
         IMO Donna Griffin 
Wendy E. Grossman 
Tom & Bridget Hinman 
Susan Hockert 
Alisse Waterston & Howard         
            Horowitz 
Maureen & Kevin Mayer 
William & Linda Mullin 
                 IMO John J. O’Leary 
Richard & Mary Nolan 
Alan & Moira Oppenhein 
Patricia & Herbert Pierson 
Guy Stephenson 

$50 - $99 
Christine Barnes 
Amy & Roger Catania 
Douglas & Janet Clayton 
Bob & Nancy Cressey 
Tom & Sue Cunningham 
Brian Delaney 
        High Peaks Cyclery 
Tim Haselton 
Mike & Nancy Ingersoll 
Matthew & Anja Levetties 
Sharol Bailey & James 
        McEwen 
Mrs.Nancy McNabb 
        IMO Tracy Lawrence 
Tim & Beth Rowland 
Thomas & Jeannette Sibalski 
Noel & Deborah Stewart 
George Trachtenberg 
Anonymous (3) 

$1 - $49 
Anthony Beck 
Carrie Conrad 
Debbie Hammer 
Circe Hewey 
Susan Hughes 
Marilyn & Richard Moncsko 
Merri & Joe Peck 
Richard & Jane Sibalski 
Rosemary Vargas & Rob Lore 
Anonymous 
PayPal Giving Fund 

Ironman Foundation 
Grants 
Ironman Lake Placid awards 
Volunteerism Grants to those not-for-
profit organizations which provide a minimum of 20 volunteers for the 
Ironman Lake Placid Race. The Wilmington Historical Society has 
received 6 Ironman Volunteerism Grants in the past, including last 
year with an award of $1600. Thank you to all those who volunteered 
to be on this year’s Wilmington Historical Society 2023 & 2024 teams! 

The Fourth Grade History Fair Project 
The History Fair Project, is a cooperative effort 
including the Lake Placid Elementary School 4th 
Grade teachers, the Lake Placid-North Elba 
Historical Society, and the Wilmington Historical 
Society. The cooperative student project includes an 
introduction to local history, research on a local 
historical artifact of their choice supplied by both 
historical societies, creation of a poster, computer or 
other project, and an oral presentation in the style of a 
History Fair. The students not only learn a great deal 
about their particular artifact and the history behind 
it, they teach others what they learned, and hone 
multiple skills in doing so. Not only that, they tell us 
this is their favorite project of the year!  
See Photos on page 9

Amish Shed 
Brandon Montag of Nice Guy Storage kindly 
gave us a storage unit free for one year for 
the Wilmington Historical Society’s non-
archival items.  With one year completed, we 
would now be expected to pay an annual fee.  
We decided to purchase our own Amish shed 
to be placed on WHS property, which was 
already in the plans. Many thanks to Bob 
Peters, Guy Stephenson and Cameron Grady 
for all the help in making this happen.



2024 Membership Drive---Have you become a 2024 member yet? 

Thank you to all of you who have sent in your tax-deductible membership for 2024. For those of you who have not yet
sent in your 2024 membership dues, we look forward to receiving your support. Your financial donations enable the 
WHS to purchase materials such as archive-safe storage and display materials, digital photographic paper, office supplies
and equipment. Your money also helps to pay for our website name, insurance for our collections and for liability 
insurance, postage for our annual newsletter to members and other mailings, training for preservation education, special
events, and educational programs we present to the public. If you have not received the Wilmington Historical Society
2024 Membership Brochure, please contact the Historical Society at 518-420-8370, email us at whs12997@hotmail.com
or go to our website at www.wilmingtonhistoricalsociety.org where you can find a membership application to print out
and mail in or you can pay online with PayPal.

Our total membership for 2023 was 193 
contributing members. 

Members are in each of the following levels:
10 @ Benefactor ($250.00 + )
14 @ Patron ($100.00 + )
20 @ Sponsor ($50.00)
3 @ Institutional / Business / Corporate ($30.00)
27 @ Whiskey Run Sponsors
6 @ Honorary Lifetime Member
24 @ Senior Citizen ($10.00)
0 @ Student ($5.00)
78 @ Family ($25.00)
10 @ Individual ($15.00)
193 Total members

We were very happy that our 2023 membership count grew 3% over the 2022 year.

In January 2014, the Wilmington Historical Society opened a Ruth and Thomas Keegan Memorial History Center  
account with the Adirondack Foundation in order to better plan for our future and to sustain our organization in
perpetuity. The intent of the fund is to support operation and maintenance of a new building. The Adirondack 
Foundation is an endowment fund which helps local non-profit organizations to build long-term philanthropic 
support through charitable giving. As of June 30th, the fund held $52,776.56. Thank you to all our present and future 
donors. Please also consider planned and memorial giving through your will, your trust or your estate plan to the
Wilmington Historical Society Ruth and Thomas Keegan Memorial History Center Fund.

The balance of the Wilmington Historical Society operating account as of June 30, 2024 was $12,320.23 with 
$111.65 in petty cash. There was $2,000.00 in the Zachay Memorial Fund account, $52,776.56 in the Adirondack 
Foundation account (up from $46,028.30 at this time last year due to market), $128.00 in the ADK Foundation 
Bank Transfer account, and a total of $251,991.50 in the combined bank and CD accounts for the Keegan Building 
Construction (up from $192,443.04 last year due to our Annual Appeal and fundraising efforts).  The charts on the 
next page show our operating income and expenses for our fiscal year 2023 which runs from January 1st to 
December 31st of each year.

As per New York State regulations, the Audit Committee, consisting of 3 members of the Board of Trustees 
(excluding the President or Treasurer) plus a member of the Financial Oversight Committee and chaired by Merri 
Peck, met with our Treasurer, Susan Albert, in February 2024 to examine our financial records and documents and 
make recommendations for transparency.  The randomly selected records were all found to be true and accurate.

Planning for the Future

 Finances
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Our website is proving to be a wonderful means of not only communicating our 
plans, but a way of sharing Wilmington history in innovative ways.  It has 
Wilmington stories available for you to enjoy (archives), historical photos 

(gallery), artifact photos, a downloadable walking tour of Wilmington, news, the ability to participate online 
in our raffles, sponsorships or other paid events, our research library catalogue, and information about our 
programs and events. You can even shop in our online store!  Missed one of our Summer Speaker Series 
programs? You may still be able to see it! Some of our programming is available to you on a YouTube link 
with many thanks to Linda Shuster for her efforts to make this happen! It is a an easy to use state-of-the-art 
website! Please check it out! www.wilmingtonhistoricalsociety.org 
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Our Website 

Social Media

WEBSITE STATS 
 Past year June 1, 2023-June 1, 2024 

Our volunteer publicity assistant, Holly Aquino, with a background in communication, business, and marketing 
and a love of local history, has been working diligently on Social Media and publicity for us. She posts historical 
photos for us, to create discussion and interest in Wilmington history. She also posts our programs and events for 
larger community engagement. We have been able increase our following on social media to over 1900 followers! 
Post engagement (number of people who interacted) in May 2024 for example was 17,930! Some of our postings 
reach many thousands of people through re-postings! You can keep up with Wilmington Historical Society 
events and news, view history photos and keep up with local lore…check out our Facebook page at 
www.facebook.com/WilmingtonHistoricalSociety and “Like” us, or through Instagram at wilmingtonnyhistory. 
And please share our postings!

More than 300 runners hailing from 3 countries and 13 states competed in the Wilmington 
Whiteface Whiskey Run 5k and 10k races on Saturday, June 15th. With awards given for 
both overall times and age-group times, the popular in-person races take scenic routes 
through Wilmington at the base of Whiteface Mountain. Race finishers received a t-shirt, a 
2 oz. flask medal, a “swag bag” filled with items from local businesses. We would like to 
thank all our 30 sponsors, swag bag donors, raffle donors and over 50 volunteers who helped 
make the race event possible. Volunteers assisted with everything from registration to 
handing out swag bags and t-shirts, to acting as course 
marshals, to setting up water stations along the route, to 
parking, to taking photos, and more. 

Focusing on our history and following the races, the Whiskey Festival 
kicked into high gear, with historical displays and the Battle of Plattsburgh 
uniformed re-enactors in an 1814-style camp, a ceremony to memorialize 
our area’s ancestors who fought in that battle, the firing of cannon, and 
marching to engage participants in living history. A Craft Fair with over 50 
vendors offering locally-made products was popular with visitors, as well as 
the live music from “Moonshine Hollow Bluegrass” with Julie Robards on 
guitar and vocals, Lilian Jutras on base, guitar & vocals, Terry Eamer on 
banjo, Rocky Richardson as vocalist, flat picker for guitar, and Don 
Perkins on fiddle. Illusionist Wyatt Hackett mesmerized the crowd with his sleight of hand as he strolled 
throughout the venue.  Raffles items provided by local businesses produced many happy winners! Proceeds 
from the races and the Festival benefit the Wilmington Historical Society’s building fund. Next year’s 
Whiskey Run and Festival is slated for Saturday, June 21st. 2025--- put it on your calendar!

Whiskey Run & Festival
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We had a great Summer Speaker program in 2024,  made possible in part by the Essex County Arts Council's 
Cultural Assistance Program Grant with funding provided by Essex County. We had over 120 attendees in total 
for these events. All of these may be seen under on our website under Exhibitions & Events>Programs at 
www.wilmingtonhistoricalsociety.org ,except for “Aviation in the Adirondacks” with which we unfortunately 
had some technical difficulty in the recording process. Many thanks to Linda Shuster for putting these on 
YouTube for us. And many thanks to our local establishments for their willingness to host and support these 
events. All of our programs are free and open to the public.  

1) “Aviation in the Adirondacks”, held at the Twisted Raven Restaurant’s Rondeau Room. The 
speaker was author Aurora Pfaff. Based upon her new photo book published by Arcadia Publishing, 
the presentation explored the history, events and role of aviation in the Adirondacks.  

2) “History and Legends of the Northern Adirondacks”, held at the Atmospheric Sciences Research 
Center. The speaker was author and historian John Sasso. Based upon his recently released book, 
the presentation expanded upon John Sasso’s experiences and research, including the artifacts he would 
stumble upon on his Adirondack hikes, such as iron bolts from old land surveys, remnants of long-gone 
logging camps, mysterious wood roads, and stone foundations. 

3) “Adirondack Artifact Night” moderated by Lake Placid News/Adirondack Daily Enterprise editor 
and publisher Andy Flynn, held at New Vida Craft Bar. 
Community members were invited to share stories about their 
history during a town-hall-style event. People were 
encouraged to dig through their attics, basements, garages or 
collections for their most interesting artifacts to bring from 
home or work to illustrate their local history stories. Before 
the show-and-tell, Andy gave a brief presentation on 
researching local history, sharing stories from his “Adirondack 
Attic” book series and North Country Public Radio show with 
artifacts from his own collection.  

4) “Adirondack Photographers 1850-1950”, held at Up-A-
Creek Restaurant. The speaker was author Sally Svenson.  
Based upon her new book, the program discussed the 
technology of photography as it was emerging throughout the United States in the mid-nineteenth 
century and caught hold in the scenic Adirondack region of upstate New York. From photographing 
individuals, some photographers expanded their subject matter to include families and groups, homes, 
streetscapes, landmarks, workplaces, and important events—from town celebrations to presidential 
visits, train wrecks, floods, and fires. These photographers have been central in defining the region. 

Wilmington Historical Society—Summer Speaker Series 2024

Educational Outreach Programs & Research Services  
WHS Attendance 2023 
Programs & events--- 860 
Regular historical Society meetings open to the public via Zoom – 100 
Researchers on site during regular hours— 8 
Researchers on site by appointment— 10 
Researchers by email/phone- 12 
Local student programming --- 45 
TOTAL=   1,035 in person  
Website—15,554 
2023 Facebook followers--- 1,944 
YouTube views- 1320 
Total website, social media and YouTube = 18,818 
TOTAL IN-PERSON & MEDIA VISITS =19,853 
Our research library has regular hours on the 3rd Tuesday of each month 10am -2pm or by 
appointment  by calling 518-420-8370 or emailing at whs12997@hotmail.com .  
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WHISKEY  RUN & FESTIVAL

Magician Wyatt Hackett

Moonshine Hollow  
Bluegrass Band 

FOURTH GRADE HISTORY FAIR



P.O. Box 174
Wilmington, NY 12997

To YOU, our members and supporters, we say thank you once again 
for being a part of preserving the unique history of  

Wilmington and the Whiteface Region!
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