
Greetings,                          November 20, 2025
  

How do you make history come alive in your life? We first received an email from Jeff in 
April of 2025. He was researching his Wilmington Cooper and Miller family roots and was 
looking for our assistance. He had in his possession copies of the Wilmington Transcribed 
Serial Records by Harold Hinds, Jr., but he was asking for more concrete details from the 
original records. We were able to clarify the identifications with comparison techniques and 
sent him copies of the originals he was seeking. Jeff said, “It really brings the history to life  
to see the original records. I really appreciate your help! This is very exciting and helpful.”  
In one of the volumes are pictures of livestock earmarks, all hand drawn by each current 
village clerk for the town records. At WHS we affectionately call them our “Cow” pictures!  
Jeff used the information we found to create a gift for his father’s 80th birthday--- a crafted 
medallion with an image of a portrait of his oldest Wilmington ancestor and great-
grandfather, Captain Pliny Miller, on one side with an image of Pliny’s accompanying 1826 
“livestock” identification photo on the other! Jeff has shown one way to use our history to 
create a family memory. Our building is not just a building, it holds the gift of our past, 
ready to use in our present and future. We can help you find your life’s history passion, too!  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

  

 
 

 
The original “cow ”mark record (below) and photo 
of Jeff’s great- grandfather Reverend John T Urban 
of the Wilmington Congregational Church (right). 
 

Our future handicapped-accessible history center will house a research and genealogical 
library, archives-safe room, displays of artifacts, and much-needed town meeting space, all 
intended to increase our connections through our heritage and our community. To date, 
contributors like you have given nearly $350,000 toward the building effort. The preliminary 
engineering and architectural plans plus pro-bono water and electrical taps have all been 
completed. We received a grant from the New York State Council on the Arts and are setting 
a financial foundation for upcoming construction expenses. We are now in the early stages of 
our Capital Campaign. If you are interested in learning more about our Capital Campaign, 
please contact Karen at whs12997@hotmail.com or 518-524-1023.  

  
As a partner in our work, you can increase your impact by making a monetary donation to 
our building fund. Please contribute to our Wilmington Historical Society Building 
Construction Fund by using the enclosed envelope to send a check or visit Annual Appeal at  
www.wilmingtonhistoricalsociety.org   Your donation will be doubled as our benefactor, 
Dennis Keegan, has pledged to match donations received for the Ruth and Thomas 
Keegan Memorial History Center.  Your gift may be tax deductible. Keep in mind that 
this kind of donation is also a great way to memorialize or honor a loved one.  Planned 
giving through Required Minimum Distributions (RMDs), will, trust or estate plan. 

 

We thank you for your generosity and support. It takes an entire community to preserve our 
remarkable Wilmington and Whiteface Region history! 
 

With much gratitude, 

 
Karen Marshall Peters, President 
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